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BIOTECH  SCHEME  CREATES  TURMOIL 

COMPLEX  POWER  STRUGGLE  WAGED  FOR  MISSION  INDUSTRIAL  AREA 


by  Victor  Miller 

^Controversy  continues  to  grow  over 
rival  plans  to  rezone  nearly  100  square  blocks 
(about  300  acres)  of  the  northeast  comer  of 
the  Mission.  One  plan  would  create  conditions 
favorable  for  large-scale  Biotechnical  industry. 
Community  activists  and  local  property  owners 
and  developers,  who  worked  a year  and  a half 
with  the  City  to  produce  a flexible,  mixed-use 
plan,  are  feeling  double-crossed.  The  Univer- 
sity of  California  at  San  Francisco  (UCSF), 
which  is  considering  the  location  of  a second 
: campus  in  the  proposed  Biotech  District,  has 
publicly  endorsed  the  mixed-use  plan. 

BIOTECH’S  BIGGEST  BOOSTER 

Kent  Sims,  head  of  the  Mayor’s  Office  of 
Economic  Planning  and  Development 
(MOEPD)  and  chief  proponent  of  the  Biotech 
scheme,  is  unimpressed  with  UCSFs  apparent 
defection.  He  told  a meeting  of  the  Northeast 
Mission  Business  Association  (NEMBA): 
“The  University  has  bent  over  backwards  so 
far  to  accommodate  community  groups,  I 
think  they  may  have  spilled  some  of  their  brains 
'out." 

Brain-damaged  or  not,  UCSFs  participa- 
tion in  the  Biotech  District  would  seem  to  be  a 
key  factor  in  attracting  cutting-edge  high-tech 
firms. 

Sims,  who  said  that  MOEPD  will  soon  be 
merged  with  the  Redevelopment  Agency,  is 
nonetheless  willing  to  go  ahead,  with  or 
without  UCSF.  To  attract  Biotech  firms  to  the 
area,  he  is  proposing  exempting  them  from  the 
requirement  of  filing  environmental  impact 
reports  (EIR’S).  He  is  recommending  doing  a 
Master  EIR  on  the  general  impact  of  the 
Biotech  industry’s  relocation  to  the  Mission. 
Once  this  is  done,  companies  coming  into  the 
area  would  not  have  to  report  on  the  environ- 
mental consequences  of  their  operations. 

Amit  Ghosh,  Chief  of  Comprehensive 
Planning  for  the  Department  of  City  Planning, 


told  those  in  attendance  at  a July  28th  meeting 
about  the  Biotech  issue:  “Biotech  is  a very 
broad  term;  it  includes  many  things,  from 
genetic  engineering  to  agricultural  research  to 
nuclear  medical  research.” 

Any  move  to  eliminate  environmental  con- 
trols for  such  diverse  enterprises  is  sure  to  add 
fuel  to  the  growing  controversy. 

Sims’  merger  with  the  Redevelopment 
Agency  may  be  the  vehicle  to  carry  forward 
these  dramatic  changes;  massive  restructuring 
of  neighborhoods,  often  involving  their  com- 
plete demolition,  has  been  the  Agency’s 
province  in  the  past. 

Sims  assured  the  NEMBA  meeting:  “ You 
have  my  absolute  word,  no  redevelopment  un- 
less a majority  of  the  citizens  want  it.”  He  later 
admitted  that  no  matter  what  the  people 
wanted,  the  decision-making  power  actually 
lies  with  a majority  of  the  Board  of  Super- 
visors. 

The  Planning  Commission  will  consider 
both  plans  at  its  August  26th  meeting  in  what 
is  expected  to  be  an  extremely  heated  session. 


THE  NEMIZ 

The  zone  in  dispute  is  commonly  referred 
to  as  the  Northeast  Mission  Industrial  Zone, 
or  NEMIZ.  It  is  bounded  roughly  by  Potrero, 
the  Central  Freeway,  20th  and  Capp  Streets 
(the  community  plan  includes  a narrow  tail 
down  Harrison  and  a extended  northwest 
corner  that  goes  to  Valencia).  Within  these 
borders  are  400  businesses  with  7500 
employees,  1500  of  whom  are  Mission  District 
residents.  10,000  people  live  in  the  NEMIZ, 
which  includes  more  than  200  live\work 
spaces.  A 50  square  block  sub-area  bordered 
by  the  Central  Freeway,  Folsom,  19th  St.  and 
Potrero  is  the  portion  of  the  NEMIZ  being 
considered  as  a Biotech  Zone. 

FEEDING  FRENZY? 


The  rush  to  get  in  on  what  could  be  a 
major  real  estate  feeding  frenzy  might  already 
be  underway.  The  complex  of  buildings  on 
Mariposa  St.  between  Bryant  and  Florida,  the 
former  Best  Foods  site,  is  the  largest  property 
in  the  area  easily  convertible  to  laboratory  and 
office  space.  It  has  been  targeted  by  UCSF  as 
a favored  acquisition  site,  should  the  university 
make  a major  move  into  the  Mission. 

Over  the  past  few  months,  UCSF  has  been 
displaying  color-coded  maps  at  public  meet- 
ings, with  the  Best  Foods  site  as  one  of  several 
buildings  chosen  to  be  included  in  their  expan- 
sion scenario.  This  became  a source  of  no  small 
irritation  to  Martin  Hamilton,  the  vice  presi- 
dent of  New  College  of  California.  Six  months 
ago  Hamilton  started  negotiations  to  purchase 
the  site  for  the  relocation  of  all  of  the  college’s 
facilities,  as  well  as  developing  student  hous- 


by  Gary  Byrd 

Kids  tug  at  their  mothers’  skirts  and  beg 
for  coins  when  they  hear  the  ice  cream  vendor 
ringing  his  bell.  That  same  sound  sends  chills 
down  the  spines  of  some  Mission  merchants. 

Sidewalk  salesmen  sell  everything  from 
illegal  cassettes  to  flowers  to  mangos  to 
counterfeit  green  cards,  and  with  limited  over- 
head and  no  city  regulations  to  'fess  up  to,  the 
streets  have  become  crowded  with  vendors  out 
to  make  a buck.  Street  sellers’  earnings  make 
up  a fraction  of  the  revenue  brought  into  the 
Mission,  but  their  presence  has  many  Mission 
merchants  campaigning  for  their  ouster. 


ing,  a cafe,  a bookstore,  live\  work  and  theater 
space. 

Hamilton  told  the  News  that  this  S20  mil- 
lion project  was  moving  along  fine  until  July. 
“Then  this  Biotech  stuff  comes  up  and  I’m 
informed  there’s  a New  York  based  group 
bidding  against  us.”  On  July  30th,  Hamilton 
found  out  the  New  York  company’s  bid  had 
won  out.  At  press  time,  there  was  no  infor- 
mation available  on  the  new  owners  of  this 
key  piece  of  Mission  real  estate. 

A TANGLED  TALE 

Relatively  cheap  land  prices  and  permis- 
sive zoning  ( M-l  [light  industrial)  and  CM 
[heavy  commercial])  have  made  the  NEMIZ 
an  obvious  target  for  the  type  of  large-scale 
CONTINUED  ON  PAGE  4 


Estimates  put  the  number  of  full-time 
vendors  at  200,  and  the  numbers  are  swelling. 
One  reason  for  this  is  the  economic  doldrums 
San  Francisco  is  wallowing  in;  another  is  the 
historical  precedent  set  in  most  countries 
throughout  the  world,  the  open-air 
marketplace.  A great  number  of  the  vendors 
pushing  their  products  on  the  sidewalks  and 
alleyways  are  undocumented  and  speak 
limited  English. 

Pressure  from  Mission  merchants, 
coupled  with  a directive  handed  down  by  the 
Board  of  Supervisors  in  mid-March,  has  led  to 
an  increase  in  mango-dealing  citations,  confis- 
CONTINUED  ON  PAGE  7 


VENDOR  UPROAR 
WON’T  GO  AWAY 

Cops  Bleach  Mangos  in  Crackdown 
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WHAT  HAPPENED  TO  LEONARD? 


Leonard  Branzuela 


On  Saturday,  June  26,  1993,  at  ap- 
proximately 8:20  pm,  Maria  Martinez’s  son 
Leonard  Branzuela,  nationally  ranked 
amateur  wrestler  and  long  time  Mission  Resi- 
dent, probably  jumped  225  feet  to  his  death 
from  the  Golden  Gate  Bridge.  His  body  was 
never  recovered.  Only  his  wallet,  which  was 
discovered  on  the  pedestrian  walkway  at  mid- 
span, remains. 

Leonard  had  been  wrestling  for  Lee  Allen 
at  Skyline  College,  where  he  had  been  studying 
physical  education.  According  to  Mr.  Allen, 
Leonard  was  the  Elite  National  Junior  Olym- 
pic Champion  wrestler  in  1978.  More  recent- 
ly, he  made  it  to  the  finals  of  the  1988  Olympic 
Trials  in  Greco-Roman  wrestling  and  became 
an  all-American,  placing  third  for  Skyline  Col- 
lege at  the  California  State  Junior  College 
Tournament.  Said  Allen,  “It’s  a tragic  situa- 
tion. Leonard  had  a lot  of  potential  in  wres- 
tling and  in  life,  but  I guess  life  just  got  to  him. 
He  will  be  missed  in  the  wrestling  community.” 

Since  the  U.S.  Coast  Guard  (USCG) 
started  keeping  records,  more  than  900  people 
have  embarked  on  this  four-second  journey 
into  the  next  world,  and  only  a few  of  them 
failed  in  the  attempt.  According  to  United 
States  Coast  Guard  Lt.  Ted  Harrop,  two  or 
three  people  per  month  jumped  off  of  the 
Bridge  during  the  last  2 1/2  years,  but  only 
three  of  those  jumpers  survived. 

According  to  the  USCG  report,  on  June  26 
at  8:25pm,  a victim  distress  marker  was 
dropped  off  of  the  Golden  Gate  from  mid- 
span and  by  8:31,  a 19-foot  surf  boat  and  a 
larger  patrol  boat  were  on  scene  searching  for 
the  victim.  For  the  first  few  minutes,  at  least 
one  witness  on  the  bridge  walkway  had  the 
body  in  sight,  but  the  CHP  people  on  the 
Bridge  were  unable  to  communicate  with  the 
USCG  people  in  the  boats,  because  their 
radios  are  not  compatible.  At  9:00  pm,  the  surf 
boat  gave  up  and  returned  to  base,  but  the 
patrol  boat  continued  searching.  At  9: 10pm,  a 
USCG  helicopter  finally  arrived  on  scene  and 
began  searching.  At  10:15pm,  the  helicopter 
and  the  patrol  boat  gave  up  the  search  and 
returned  to  base. 


When  asked  why  the  search  lasted  only  two 
hours,  USCG  Lt.  Harrop  stated  that  “the 
Coast  Guard  will  only  search  as  long  as  the 
probability  of  finding  survivors  is  high  enough 
to  warrant  continuing  the  search.  Due  to 
limited  resources,  the  Coast  Guard  does  not 
search  for  dead,  bodies.”  I bet  that  if 
Leonard’s  last  name  was  Feinstein,  Boxer, 
Wilson  or  Jordan,  they  would  still  be  search- 
ing 24  hours  a day. 

What  makes  this  tragedy  even  more  ex- 
asperating is  the  way  the  incident  was  handled 
by  the  California  Highway  Patrol  (CHP). 
After  reviewing  the  contents  of  the  wallet 
found  at  the  scene,  instead  of  attempting  to 
contact  one  of  Leonard’s  friends  or  relatives, 
they  sent  Leonard  a letter  informing  him  they 
had  his  wallet  and  I.D.,  and  he  had  30  days  to 
pick  up  his  property  or  it  would  be  destroyed. 
Three  weeks  later,  the  forwarded  letter 
reached  Leonard’s  mother,  and  that  is  when 
she  discovered  that  her  son  might  have  jumped 
off  the  Golden  Gate  Bridge. 

According  to  a report  submitted  by  CHP 
officer  Calvo,  the  CHP  removed  Leonard’s 
wallet  from  the  scene  of  the  alleged  suicide, 
looked  inside  and  discovered  Maria  Martinez’s 
business  card,  with  Leonard’s  signature  on  the 
front  and  17  telephone  numbers  on  the  back, 
and  other  documents,  including  a paycheck 
stub  with  Leonard’s  employer's  name  and 
telephone  number. 

Officer  Calvo  claims  that  he  attempted  to 
contact  “any  friends  or  family,  with  no  suc- 
cess”. In  fact,  Maria  Martinez  personally 
spoke  with  17  of  the  people  named  on  the 
documents  contained  in  her  son’s  wallet  and 
discovered  that  none  of  them  had  been  con- 
tacted by  any  government  agency  regarding 
I he  whereabouts  of  Leonard  Branzuela. 

State  Senator  Art  Torres  has  demanded 
that  the  head  of  the  CHP,  Commissioner 
Maury  Hannigan,  initiate  an  investigation  into 
the  handling  of  the  alleged  suicide.  In  addition, 
Congressman  Xavier  Becerra  has  demanded 
that  the  Secretary  of  the  Department  of 
Transportation,  Federico  Pena,  initiate  a 
search  for  Leonard’s  body. 


Said  Maria  Martinez,  “If  they  had  called, 
maybe  I could  have  done  something,  but 
without  his  body,  I have  no  opportunity  to  give 
my  son  some  semblance  of  dignity.  The 
coroner  won’t  even  declare  him  dead  without 
the  body.  He  will  be  missing  forever.” 

Leonard  is  survived  by  his  mother  Maria 
Martinez,  his  sisters  Christine  G.  Jenkins, 
Debby  Tyler  and  Anna  Branzuela,  and  his 
brother,  Greg  Branzuela. 


Maria  Martinez  has  established  a scholar- 
ship fund  called  the  Leonard  Branzuela  Wres- 
tling Scholarship  Fund.  Anyone  who  wishes  to 
make  a contribution  or  apply  for  the  scholar- 
ship should  contact  Maria  Martinez  at  863- 
3272. 

Andrew  L.  Solow 
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BIOTECH 

CONTINUED  FROM  PAGE  ONE 

development  projects  that  have  characterized 
San  Francisco  history  and  polarized  San  Fran- 
cisco politics. 

Recognizing  this,  community  groups  who 
had  interests  in  the  field  of  housing,  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Mayor’s  Task  Force  on  the 
Mission,  began  a nearly  two-year  process  of 
public  meetings  and  planning  sessions.  Their 
intent  was  to  rezone  the  NEMIZ  in  a manner 
that  would  both  revitalize  its  dormant 
economic  potential  and,  at  the  same  time, 
protect  current  residents  and  businesses  from 
displacement. 

Members  of  this  coalition  included  Francis 
Phillips,  Director  for  Intersection  for  the  Arts; 
Daniel  Hernandez,  Executive  Director  of  Mis- 
sion Housing  Development  Corporation; 
NEMIZ  property  owner  and  developer  Fred 
Snyder;  and  Ricardo  Noguera,  Executive 
Director  of  the  Mission  Economic  and 
Development  Association. 

Significantly,  the  coalition  also  included 
three  representatives  from  UCSF,  one  of 
whom,  Lori  Yamaguchi,  is  the  University’s 
project  manager  for  long-range  development 
So  it  is  perhaps  more  than  just  coincidence  that 
the  community  rezoning  plan  would  do  noth- 
ing to  hamper  UCSF  from  satisfying  its  need 
for  3.000,0000  to  4,000,000  sq.  ft.  of  additional 
space  in  the  NEMIZ. 

Nonetheless,  Sims  has  characterized  com- 
munity opposition  to  his  Biotech  as  the  work 


of  “housing  developers  motivated  by  self  inter- 
est,’’ and  the  daily  press  has  gone  along  with 
portraying  the  complex  NEMIZ\Biotech 
struggle  as  simply  a question  of  housing  vs. 
jobs. 

By  the  fall  of  1992,  after  the  obligatory 
in-fighting  and  feuding  was  out  of  the  way,  the 
community-based  group  had  (to  everyone’s 
astonishment)  reached  consensus.  The  draft 
proposals  were  turned  over  to  Angelica 
Chiong  of  the  Department  of  City  Planning. 
Chiong’s  duties  consisted  exclusively  of  dealing 
with  planning  issues  in  the  Mission,  and  she 
had  worked  on  the  NEMIZ  rczoning  from  the 
onset.  She  was  supposed  to  put  the  plan  in 
final  working  order  for  a presentation  to  the 
Planning  Commission. 

In  November,  Kent  Sims  and  Larry  Del- 
carlo  of  the  Mayor’s  Office  of  Community 
Development  attended  a meeting  of  the 
Mayor’s  Mission  Task  Force.  Without  refer- 
ring specifically  to  the  NEMIZ  or  to  anything 
else,  they  said  the  Mayor  did  not  consider  the 
Task  Force  broad  enough  in  point  of  view  and 
wanted  “to  put  his  own  stamp  on  the  thing".  A 
purge  was  in  the  wind. 

In  the  months  that  followed,  the  City  failed 
to  release  the  rezoning  proposals  that  had  been 
due  to  go  before  the  Planning  Commission  in 
January,  and  Planning  Department  staff  were 
forbidden  to  give  draft  copies  of  the  plan  to 
members  of  the  Task  Force  and  others  who 
had  worked  more  than  a year  on  the  project. 

In  February,  Mayor  Jordan  did  appoint  a 
new  Mission  Task  Force,  and  although  some 
old  members  were  retained,  no  one  who  played 
a role  in  the  NEMIZ  rezoning  escaped  the  axe. 
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Mission  Planner  Angela  Chiong  points  to  the  Nemiz  during  the  early  stages  of  the  community 
planning  process.  Photo  by  Fuminori  Sato. 


Mission  Housing  Development  Corp.  staffers 
who  had  also  been  Task  Force  staff  and  key 
players  in  the  NEMIZ  plans  were  fired. 

COMPLETELY  DIFFERENT 

On  March  12th,  the  first  hint  that  some- 
thing completely  different  was  in  the  works  for 
the  NEMIZ  arose  when  developer  Ron  Kauf- 
man, husband  of  Supervisor  Barbara  Kauf- 
man, told  the  San  Francisco  Business  Times: 
“The  northeast  Mission  is  already  zoned 
’commercial’  and  will  hopefully  soon  be  zoned 
’biotech-friendly.”’ 

Kaufman  seems  to  have  been  in  at  the 
getgo  on  the  Biotech  scheme,  since  March, 
when  Planning  Department  representatives 
say  they  first  began  working  on  the  project. 
Kaufman  also  told  the  Times  the  City  favored 
the  NEMIZ  for  UCSF  expansion.  “The  City's 
main  efforts  have  concentrated  in  the  north- 
east Mission  near  15th  and  Folsom  streets”,  he 
said. 

The  Times  identified  Kaufman  as  “a 
developer  working  with  a City  Hall  task  force" 
on  the  UCSF  expansion  issue.  Curiously,  how- 
ever, Amit  Ghosh  steadfastly  denies  the 
Biotech  idea  was  ever  discussed  with  anybody 
at  UCSF  during  the  entire  five  months  it  has 
been  in  preparation. 


HARDBALL 

Sims  finally  went  public  with  the  Biotech 
Zone  in  early  July,  but  even  before  then,  the 
City  was  making  clear  its  determination  to  im- 
pose its  will.  For  example,  Fred  Snyder,  one  of 
the  leaders  of  community  planning  efforts,  ap- 
proached the  City  about  plans  he  had  for  the 
development  of  low-income  housing  in  the 
NEMIZ.  He  was  stonewalled. 

“The  Planning  Department  told  me,  as 
long  as  they  were  doing  this  Biotech  study,  they 
couldn’t  let  anything  go,"  Snyder  said.  Snyder 
and  others  who  had  been  part  of  the  com- 
munity planning  process  set  up  a meeting  with 
Planning  Department  staff  to  see  what  was 
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going  on.  “They  were  rude  and  arrogant",  said 
Snyder.  “They  told  us  it  was  going  to  be 
Biotech  only,  and  there  would  be  nine-story 
parking  garages  above  the  PG&E  lot  and  the 
Muni  car  barn.  Property  values  would 
skyrocket  and  everybody  in  the  area  would  be 
displaced." 

Things  were  supposed  to  come  to  a head 
at  a public  meeting  with  Amit  Ghosh  on  July 
28th  at  the  Mission  Language  and  Vocational 
School.  Ghosh  had  agreed  to  bring  draft 
copies  of  both  the  long-  missing  community 
plan  and  the  Biotech  plan.  He  did  indeed 
produce  two  separate  documents,  but  except 
for  the  title  pages  and  two  different  introduc- 
tions — one  stressing  biotechnology  and  the 
other  mixed  usage  — they  were,  save  a few 
transposed  paragraphs,  identical,  word  for 
word.  There  were  no  conclusions  or  recom- 
mendations, only  a list  of  identical  “findings" 
about  the  physical  and  demographic  makeup 
of  the  NEMIZ  and  some  general  observations 
about  the  Bay  Area  economy.  When  one 
woman  demanded  to  know  where  the  hell  the 
beef  was,  Ghosh  said  “ I’m  stumped.  There 

must  have  been  a problem  with  the  Xerox 
machine.” 

The  about  60  local  property  owners, 
developers,  artists  and  neighborhood  residents 
in  attendance  were  not  amused.  Ghosh  did  his 
best  to  field  questions  from  a clearly  hostile 
audience,  who  wanted  to  know  where  the  push 
for  the  Biotech  plan  was  coming  from.  Ghosh, 
although  identifying  Sims  as  a “key  player", 
denied  that  anyone  in  city  government  had 
discussed  the  Biotech  proposals  with  any  of  the 
major  Biotech  firms  in  the  Bay  Area.  “I’ll  bet 
somebody  high  up  in  city  government  is 
making  out  like  a bandit  on  this,"  a woman 
interjected.  Ghosh  winced. 

Fred  Snyder  and  others  persistently  ques- 
tioned Ghosh  about  whether  it  was  already 
current  City  policy  to  deny  permits  for  any 
NEMIZ  project  not  in  the  Biotechnical  field. 
Ghosh  only  said  the  Planning  Commission 
could  put  any  project  through  the  discretion- 
ary review  process.  (Which  means  taking  a long 
hard  look  for  a long,  long,  long  time.)  Ghosh 
said  the  Biotech  Zone,  if  UCSF  were  a part  of 
it,  would  require  6,000,000  sq.  ft.  of  space  and 
provide  10,000  jobs  over  a ten-year  period.  He 
could  provide  no  figures  on  how  many  of  those 
jobs  would  be  for  Mission  residents  or  even 
San  Franciscans. 

The  following  morning,  Sims  made  a full- 
court  press  for  the  Biotech  Zone  at  the 
NEMBA  meeting,  where  he  referred  to  the 
NEMIZ  as  “the  Silicon  Valley  of  the  90's"  and 
warned  that  the  City’s  shrinking  industrial  base 
is  being  threatened  by  the  “encroachment  of 
housing.”  He  claimed,  directly  contradicting 
Ghosh’s  statements  of  the  previous  evening, 
that  the  City  had  been  in  contact  with  three 
Biotech  businesses  and  two  developers  (whom 
he  declined  to  identify)  that  were  interested  in 
the  NEMIZ. 

The  specifics  of  both  the  Biotech  plan  and 
the  community  plan  will  get  a thorough  going- 
over  at  the  August  26th  Planning  Commission 
meeting,  probably  to  the  satisfaction  of  no  one. 
Given  all  that’s  at  stake,  this  is  just  the  begin- 
ning of  an  epic  power  struggle  that  could  trans- 
form the  Mission  beyond  recognition. 
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WHAT’S  OUR  MISSION? 


by  Claudia  Lunstroth 

Do  you  have  a Mission  that  you  can  call 
your  own?  Is  it  the  family-run  stores  and  res- 
taurants of  24th  Street?  Or  the  thrift  stores, 
bookstores  and  atmosphere-laden  cafes? 
Maybe  you  take  advantage  of  the  various  cul- 
tural events,  art  shows  and  theatrical  perfor- 
mances. Or  perhaps  you  prefer  the  hip  strip 
known  as  Valencia  Corridor,  with  its  trendy 
shops  and  clubs.  Whatever  your  preference, 
whether  you  live  in  the  Mission  or  merely  fre- 
quent some  of  its  many  offerings,  you  have 
probably  noticed  that  it’s  not  Kansas  anymore. 

Komotion  International,  as  part  of  its  long- 
standing effort  to  bring  together  some  of  the 
diverse  elements  of  the  Mission,  is  presenting 
a “mixed  media  exploration  of  a community  in 
transition”.  WHAT’S  OUR  MISSION,  a 
benefit  for  Casa  de  las  Madres,  is  a group  show 
of  video,  spoken  word  and  music  that  docu- 
ments and  comments  on  the  changes  taking 
place  in  the  Mission  District.  These  changes 
include  both  gentrification  and  increased 
poverty  and  violence. 

“We  wanted  to  get  the  public  attention,” 
explained  Robin  Banks  of  Komotion  Interna- 
tional “The  Mission  is  a unique  district  with 
its  affordability,  its  history,  and  its  artistic 
milieu."  Having  organized  rent  strikes  against 
Landmark  Realty  in  the  early  eighties,  Robin 
is  not  new  to  trying  to  maintain  the  affor- 
dability essential  to  the  nature  of  the  Mission, 
but  she  feels  it  is  extremely  difficult. 

The  organizers  of  the  show  chose  to 
donate  the  proceeds  to  La  Casa  de  las  Madres, 
a shelter  for  battered  women  and  children, 
because  “abusive  situations  often  get  worse 
when  a family  is  under  stress,  particularly 
economic  stress,”  explained  Robin. 

Peter  Plate,  who  will  perform  a spoken 
word  piece,  had  the  original  idea  of  a mixed 
media  show  that  would  depict  concerns  about 
gentrification  and  other  issues  in  the  Mission. 
Robin  Banks  worked  with  Karra  Bidson  to  find 
local  (some  award-winning)  artists  with  similar 
concerns. 

Plate  explained  that  his  inspiration  for  the 
show  was  the  “crisis  in  the  streets.”  He  feels 
the  problem  is  not  just  economic  but  also  re- 


lated to  the  breakdown  of  the  family  and  com- 
munity. “We’re  headed  for  an  explosion. 
People  must  truly  understand  where  they  live 
and  what  they  can  do  about  their  com- 
munities.” 

Devorah  major,  asked  to  perform  because 
of  her  work  about  homelessness  and  other 
social  issues,  agreed  to  read  for  two  reasons. 
“When  problems  such  as  battered  women  and 
children  lose  attention,  it’s  as  if  the  problem 
has  gone  away  even  though  it’s  still  very  much 
there.  And  I am  real  sensitive  to  the  issues  of 
gentrification  because  I grew  up  in  a neighbor- 
hood where  the  community  was  lost.” 

The  show  begins  with  Toni  Lane’s  video 
“R.I.P.”  on  housing  projects  and  Alexi 
Binder’s  “Take  Over  Homes,  Take  Down 
Jails.”  In  addition  to  Peter  Plate’s  oral  presen- 
tation, devorah  major  and  Alejandro  Murguia 
will  read  from  their  work.  The  musical  offer- 
ings are  rap  with  Kofy  Brown  M.C.,  rock  from 
J Church  and  the  Latina  influence  of 
MalambaKombo  (Robin  Banks  perfroms  in 
this  band). 

To  complement  the  performances,  the 
Mission  Youth  Photo  Program  and  the  New 
Mission  News  are  providing  an  art  and  photo 
show  that  will  give  a historical  and  colorful 
perspective. 

Komotion  International  began  seven  years 
ago  as  an  artists’  collective  to  provide  affor- 
dable space  for  artists  and  musicians.  It  has 
become  a non-profit  magazine,  performance 
space,  art  gallery  and  professional  recording 
studio  whose  underlying  mission  is  bringing 
together  the  diverse  elements  of  the  neighbor- 
hood and  its  many  cultures  and  artistic  talents. 

“We’re  a small  voice  trying  to  link  up  with 
the  world,”  said  Robin  Banks,  referring  to 
Komotion’s  ties  with  similar  venues  around  the 
world. 

WHAPS  OUR  MISSION  begins  at  9:00 
p.m.  (doors  open  at  8:45)  on  Sunday,  August 
7 for  a $5-8  fee  (the  tickets  are  sold  on  a 
sliding  scale  with  proceeds  going  to  Casa  de 
las  Madres).  Komotion  International  is  lo- 
cated at  2779  16th  Street  at  Folsom;  861- 
6432. 


Photo  by  Sean  Littlefield,  Mission  Youth  Photo  Program 


NOW  OPEN 

from 

7 AM  until  2 AM 


Esperanza’s  Bar  & Grill 

Exquisita  Comida  y Finos  Licores 
Fine  Foods  and  Delicious  Cocktails 


HAPPY  HOUR’S 
4 pm  - 6 pm 


(415)  206-1405 

80 -29th  Street  • San  Francisco,  CA  941 10 

(between  San  Jose  & Mission) 


As Hjybur  Server 
About  Our  Special 
Wines  bit  the  Glass 

_____ _ —J 


BRUNO'S 

RESTAURANT 

ITALIAN  AMERICAN  CUISINE 

Over  Half  a Century  of  Tradition  in  The  Mission 

Great  Food  Sensibly  Priced 
Exhibition  Cooking 
Parking  Available 
Banquets  for  up  to  40  People 
Special  Breakfast  7 am  - 11  am 
Dinner  Until  11  pm 

OPEN  365  DAYS  A YEAR 

I 2389  MISSION  St. 

647-3090 

PARKING  AVAILABLE  IN  THE  REAR 


IIORS  D’OEUVRES  IN  THE  BAR  5PM  - 7PM 


FULL  BAR 


parallels  to  my  Judaism.  That’s  why  he  was  so 
successful,  because  everything  was  based  on  a 
love  for  people,  not  to  just  make  himself  look 
good." 

His  connectivity  extended  to  all  areas  of 
activism  and  liberation:  labor,  civil  rights, 
Feminism,  and  Latin  American  politics,  espe- 
cially Chile.  He  traveled  extensively  to  Mexico 
and  Central  America,  where  he  was  very  well 
known,  especially  by  the  writers,. poets  and 
young  gays  whose  spirits  he  nurtured. 

He  reached  people  not  only  through  typi- 
cal organizational  methods  but  through  litera- 
ture and  drama. 

With  theatre,  particularly,  he  brought  life 
to  complex  political  concepts.  He  worked  with 
the  Angels  of  Light  and  in  the  Hula  Palace,  a 
salon  organization,  as  well  as  in  La  Luna  Col- 
lectiva  at  529  Castro  Street.  He  participated  in 
guerilla  theatre  at  demonstrations  against  the 
Vietnam  war  and  General  Pinochet. 

Later,  he  worked  with  the  Gay  Guerillas 
and  also  organized  an  event  called  “ Volcanto,” 
bringing  together  various  queers,  straight  lef- 
tists and  others,  to  celebrate  the  anniversary  of 
the  July  19  Nicaraguan  revolution;  the  salon 
included  a show  by  a group  of  Nicaraguan  drag 
queens  from  La  India  Bonita  bar 

He  was  a fulltime  member  of  the  Modem 
Times  Bookstore  collective,  where  he  or- 
ganized the  first  gay  and  lesbian  open  poetry 
reading,  an  event  that  still  continues.  “He  was 
a creative,  innovative,  deeply  responsible 
bookseller,"  says  Michael  Rosenthal,  another 
collective  member,  “a  lifelong  cultural  activist, 
who  used  the  [bookstore]  space  in  the  best 
possible  way." 

He  built  up  the  Finest  and  most  com- 
prehensive collection  of  Spamsh-language 
books  in  the  City,  fulfilling  an  important  cul- 
tural need  for  the  neighborhood’s  Latino  resi- 
dents. 

He  had  also  been  working  on  a collection 
of  poems  and  two  novels  at  the  time  of  his 
death. He  is  survived  by  his  partner  Chuck  Bar- 
ragan 

A memorial  will  be  held  at  7 pm  on  Sunday, 
August  22  at  the  Modern  Times  Bookstore, 
888  Valencia  Street.  There  will  be  an  altar  of 
homage  to  Tede  in  the  display  window;  bring 
something  if  you  would  like  to  add  to  it. 
For  information,  call  Jesse  at  (5 10)  465-3007. 

Lauren  Hirshson 
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Tede  Matthews 
1951-1993 


Tede  Matthews,  writer,  gay  activist  and 
organizer,  died  at  home  on  Saturday,  July  17, 
of  AIDS-related  illnesses.  He  was  within  two 
weeks  of  his  42nd  birthday. 

He  was  known  and  loved  by  many,  not  only 
here  in  the  Mission  but  on  both  coasts  and  in 
Latin  America. 

Raised  in  Central  Florida,  he  fled  the  draft 
and  went  to  Boston  in  1971.  There  he  worked 
at  the  Little  Red  Book  Store,  organized  against 
the  war,  and  soon  began  dressing  and  living  as 
a woman  to  avoid  arrest.  He  worked  as  a 
prostitute  and  began  organizing  the  queens 
and  women  working  the  streets. 

He  was  instrumental  in  starting  Fag  Rag,  a 
radical  gay  political  journal  that  reclaimed  the 
“sleazy”  aspects  of  sexuality  as  acts  of  revolu- 
tion. 

“When  I First  met  Tede,  I was  stunned,” 
says  Jesse  Cox,  a friend.  “He  was  beautiful,  he 
was  exciting,  he  was  very  dynamic." 

Three  years  later,  he  came  to  San  Francis- 
co, where  he  continued  organizing,  helping 
found  Bay  Area  Gay  Liberation  (BAGL).  He 
focused  on  interests  beyond  white  gay  male 
concerns  to  include  transsexuals,  drag  queens, 
people  of  color,  and  women.  He  led  boycotts 
of  bars  and  bathhouses,  like  the  Mine  Shaft, 
whose  policies  excluded  older,  feminine  or  fat 
patrons. 

In  the  80’s,  he  helped  found  Lesbians  and 
Gays  Against  Intervention  (LAGAI),  and  in 
the  90’s,  he  worked  with  International  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Human  Rights  Commission 
(IGLHRC).  He  met  with  Daniel  Ortega, 
president  of  Nicaragua,  and  urged  him  to  open 
his  governmemt  to  embrace  gays  and  lesbians. 
He  always  pressed  for  gay  and  lesbian  civil 
rights,  even  in  countries  where  those  rights  had 
never  been  recognized.  He  insisted  that  the 
white  gay  community  here  pay  attention  to  the 
world  outside. 

“He  was  so  brave;  he  never  ever  hid  any- 
thing, about  his  gayness.  It  was  a celebration 
...  he  helped  me  move  along,"  says  Leslie 
Simon,  poet  and  teacher  who  had  Tede  in  her 
“Poetry  forthe  People"  class  in  1976.  “Ihadn’t 
included  any  gay  or  lesbian  poetry  ...  and  he 
called  me  on  it,  which  was  not  an  easy  thing  to 
do.  It  was  not  a common  thing  that  was 
studied.  That’s  what  he’d  always  do:  Never  let 
anyone  get  away  with  anything  that  was  not 
right.  But  he  was  very  compassionate;  he  drew 
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VENDORS 

CONTINUED  FROM  PAGE  ONE 
cations  and  jailings. 

The  police  spend  “more  time”  investigat- 
ing peddlers  in  violation  of  permit  laws,  accord- 
ing to  Sgt.  Schiff  at  Mission  Station. 

“Our  policy  is  to  confiscate  everything  if 
a vendor  has  no  permit,"  said  Schiff,  “and 
destroy  anything  edible.” 

Latinos  Unidos  Concerning  Homeless- 
ness (LUCHA),  a coalition  of  activists  and 
social  service  providers,  is  spearheading  a drive 
to  organize  the  fragmented  vendors  and 
retrieve  their  confiscated  possessions  from  the 
impound  closets  at  the  police  station. 

“There  is  more  competition  for  scarce 
resources  because  poor  people  are  becoming 
increasingly  impoverished,”  said  Richard  Mar- 
quez of  LUCHA  “Five  years  ago  you  wouldn’t 
have  seen  as  many  vendors  because  under- 
employment and  unemployment  wasn’t  as 
high.” 

Some  Mission  merchants  are  outraged 
that  vendors  aren’t  forced  to  pay  business  taxes 
or  abide  by  the  same  city  regulations  that 

storefront  businesses  are  compelled  to  follow. 

“(Vendors)  can  apply  for  permits  and  be 
legal,  but  they  don’t  want  to  play  the  game,” 
said  Colleen  Meharry,  owner  of  Miz  Brown’s. 
“Times  are  tough  for  everybody.” 

Vendor  advocates,  however,  attested 
that  the  permit  process  is  too  costly  and  a 
bureaucratic  labyrinth.  Recent  immigrants  are 
not  familiar  with  the  political  processes  and 
have  a difficult  time  finding  their  way  through 
city  agencies. 

Even  without  proper  city  accreditation, 
street  merchants  have  cut  themselves  a niche 
in  the  Mission,  making  up  to  $400  a week 
selling  popsicles.  Of  the  four  principle  popsicle 
cart  companies,  the  standard  payment  arran- 
gement is  forty  cents  on  the  dollar,  attracting 
frozen  food  vendors  en  masse  during  long,  hot 
summer  days. 

“These  people  work  from  ’can’t  see  in  the 
morning’  till  'can’t  see  at  night,’”  said  Marquez, 
“and  the  residents  are  supportive.” 

But  some  storefront  merchants  aren’t. 
Once,  Meharry  stood  in  the  doorway  of  her 
Mission  St.  restaurant  and  was  appalled  to 
count  22  vendors  between  21st  and  22nd. 

"(The  vendors)  are  picking  business  from 
the  .street,”  said  Meharry.  “It  takes  money 
directly  from  my  pocket  and  the  pockets  of  my 
employees." 

Other  merchants  are  equally  annoyed. 

“It’s  a disgrace  to  the  street,”  said  John 
Tashjian  of  Si.  Tashjian  & Son  Flowers,  peer- 
ing through  the  his  store’s  windows  on  to  Mis- 
sion St.  “The  city  needs  to  make  it  miserable 
for  them.” 

Vendor  proponents  say  that  it’s  already 
miserable  for  peddlers,  claiming  that  the  police 
harass  and  publicly  humiliate  street  sellers. 
One  of  LUCHA’s  roles  in  organizing  the  many 
vendors  is  to  document  charges  of  harassment. 
Several  complaints  have  been  filed  that 
describe  cops  handcuffing  peddlers  and  parad- 
ing them  several  blocks,  to  dissuade  others 
from  continuing  to  sell.  Some  charge  that  of- 
ficers and  health  inspectors  dump  pushcart 
food  into  the  gutter  and  pour  chemical  solvent 
onto  the  pile,  leaving  the  vendor  responsible 
for  the  mess. 

In  spite  of  these  accusations,  some  busi- 


ness owners  claim  that  the  police  haven’t 
decreased  the  number  of  peddlers.  These 
merchants  are  continuing  to  lobby  city  govern- 
ment and  police  to  take  more  drastic  measures 
to  rid  the  streets  of  illegal  sellers.  The  mer- 
chants said  that  some  of  the  products  up  for 
sale  are  contraband  or  in  violation  of  public 
health  codes. 

“There  is  one  law  for  everyone,”  said 
Meharry,  “but  the  vendors  are  governed  by 
nobody.” 

THE  PERMIT  VOYAGE 

Acquiring  a license  to  peddle  goods 
means  swimming  through  an  ocean  of 


bureaucracy,  beginning  with  the  SFPD  Permit 
Department  and  ending  at  the  SF  Fire  Depart- 
ment. 

A non-refundable  application  fee  for 
pushcart  vendors  is  $372,  and  if  the  request  is 
approved,  an  additional  $387  is  paid  annually. 

The  SF  Health  Department  then  steps  in 
to  make  sure  all  the  appropriate  measures 
have  been  taken  to  curtail  the  transmission  of 
disease.  Then  the  Fire  Department  examines 
the  site  making  certain  that  no  fire  dangers 
exist.  After  both  departments  have  given  the 
stamp  of  approval,  the  application  is  tossed 
back  to  the  Police  Department,  where  the  final 
signatures  are  added. 

“It’s  a bureaucratic  mess,”  said  Patricia 
Valenzuela,  owner  of  Latin  Freeze,  who 
wanted  a permit  to  sell  her  frozen  treats  on  the 
street.  “If  I went  through  with  it,  I would  have 
paid  a lot  to  have  one  carl  just  outside  my 
store...  and  I would  have  to  sit  with  it.” 

Multiple  pedantic  guidelines  must  be  met  » 
before  a permit  is  granted,  such  as  the  distance 
between  the  pushcart  and  the  curb  and  its  , 


distance  from  sprinklers.  Of  the  more  sig- 
nificant conditions,  there  is  a requirement  stat- 
ing that  the  peddler  must  be  two  blocks  from 
an  establishment  selling  similar  goods.  A 
decision  on  the  permit  approval  can  take  up  to 
two  months,  and  if  denied,  the  peddler  has  no 
recourse. 

Permits  are  site-  and  person-specific. 
Granted  a permit  to  sell  his  goods,  a sidewalk 
salesman  would  be  in  violation  of  its  strictures 
if  he  roved  the  streets,  which  is  vendors’  cus- 
tomary way  of  selling. 

Justiniano  Gomez  applied  for  and 
received  a mango  pushcart  license  a short  time 
ago,  making  him  the  only  licensed  mango 
dealer  in  the  Mission.  Having  jumped  through 


many  hoops  with  the  aid  of  a permit  consult- 
ant, he  now  has  the  legal  right  to  sell  mangos 


on  the  comer  of  21st  and  Mission  St. 

“A  person  could  be  in  compliance  with  the 
law  and  still  not  get  a permit,"  said  Jerry  Clein, 
a permit  consultant.  “Permits  are  given  at  the 
discretion  of  the  issuing  agency.”  Of  the  last 
150  vendor  permits  applied  for,  only  10  were 
granted  citywide,  according  to  Clein. 

Because  of  the  complexity  and  the  capri- 
ciousness of  the  legal  route,  most  Mission  ped- 
dlers choose  to  sell  their  goods  without  the 
city’s  approval. 

HEALTH  HAZARDS 

The  Health  Department  works  in  con- 
junction with  the  police  to  keep  permitless 
pushcarts  off  the  streets. 

Recent  sting  operations  by  the  Health 
Department  netted  8 to  10  vendors  per  day  in 
violation  of  health  codes.  The  strategy  of  the 
health  inspectors  is  parallel  to  that  of  the 
police.  If  a vendor  is  selling  edible  goods,  the 
food  must  be  destroyed,  the  pushcart  confis- 
cated and  the  seller  cited  or  arrested. 

In  the  spring  of  1992,  the  peddler  issue 
came  to  the  attention  of  the  Health  Depart- 
ment , and  the  number  of  complaints  has  grown 
while  the  punishments  have  become  increas- 
ingly severe. 

“We’re  sending  a message,”  said  a health 
inspector.  “If  you  go  back  to  selling  on  the 
street,  you’ll  be  busted.” 

Most  violators  are  dealing  in  mangos,  but 
health  inspectors  also  watch  for  people  selling 
tamales  and  baked  goods. 

The  Health  Department’s  primary  con- 
cern is  that  there  aren’t  hand-washing  facilities 
on  the  street.  Microorganisms  easily  killed  by 
soap  may  be  passed  on  to  customers,  resulting 
in  illness  or  death. 

Although  police  and  health  inspectors 
continue  efforts  to  discourage  them,  the  ped- 
dlers are  still  on  the  streets.  And  residents 
support  the  illegal  market  by  purchasing  their 
products,  perhaps  because  prices  are  less  than 
those  of  traditional  stores,  or  because  they 
have  grown  accustomed  to  their  service. 

“They’re  not  endangering  my  business,” 
said  Patricia  Valenzuela,  owner  of  Latin 
Freeze,  “it  just  seems  unfair  to  the  businesses 
that  do  it  legally.” 


Police  and  Permit  Woes  Plague  Street  Vendors.  Photo  by  Jeanne  Hallacy. 


Hair  Illusion 
Beauty  Salon 

3290 -22nd  Street,  S.F. 
826-1917 


Open  Monday  - Saturday 
9:00  A.M.  to  6:00  P.M. 


Full  Service  Solon 

We  Specialize  in  Manicure  and  Pedicure 

• Permanents  Waves  S20.00  - S55.00 
• Body  Waves 

• Foil  Highlighting  $20.00  - S55.00 
wk  • Coloring  $18.00  - $35.00 

t,  i ...  t 


• Waxing 


Facials  European  Style 


«■  For  each  Permanent  get  a tree 
“Paul  Mitchell"  Conditioner  or  one  tree 
Manicure. 

HAIR  OI'T  AM)  11L0W  DRV 
P0R  ONLY  SSS  7.00 

* * This  promotion  (loot)  • * 
fok  Monday  \\i>  Tuesday...! 


FEEL  PAIN? 


THINK 

ACUPUNCTURE 


For  treatment  of 

• Chronic  & Recurring  Pain 

• Sprains,  Strains  & Injuries 

• Tom  Muscles 


For  Pain  of 

• Back 

• Arms  & Legs 

• Stomach  C0’ 

• Neck 

• Migraines 

Sally  McMullen,  Certified  /Jcupuncturist 
550-7732  ' 

1 20  - 27th  St.  San  Francisco 

l_ 
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AUTOMOBILE 

ENGINES 

TRANSMISSIONS 


NETWORK  AMERICAN 

. , ELECTRO 
' TRANSPORTATION 


2190  - 3RD  (AT  19th)  STREET  • SAN  FRANCSCO,  CA  94107 

PHONE:  (415)  255-0677  / 0678  FAX:  (415)  255-0680 


ENGINE  OIL  & FILTERCHANGE 

INSTALL  NEW  OIL  FILTER  AND  FILL  UP 
WITH  4QT  OF  PREMIUM  ENGINE  OIL 


$ 9.99 


mission  broadsider 

by  andy  solow 


Alcohol  & the  ABC 


AUTOM.  TRANSMISSION  SERVICE 

INCL  NEW  FLUID  AND  PAN  GASKET,  TRANSMISSION 
FILTER  IF  NEEDED  (EXTRA) 


$29.99 


TUNE-UP  SPECIAL  (4,  6 & 8 CYL) 

INSTALL  NEW  SPARK  PLUGS,  POINTS  ♦ CONDENSOR;  ADJ, 
TIMING,  POINT  WELL,  CARBURATOR  + IOLE  SPEED 


$59.99 

$69.99 

$79.99 


RADIATOR  SERVICE 


FLUSH  COOLING  SYSTEM,  TEMPERATURE 
+ PRESSURE  TEST,  CHECK  BELT  + HOSES. 
INCL  1 GALLON  ANTI-FREEZE 


BRAKE  INSPECTION  & REPAIR 

(FRONT  DISCS)  INCLUDES  PADS  OR  SHOES, 
TURN  ROTOR  + REPACK  WHEEL  BEARINGS 
(Except  FW-DRIVE,  SEMI  METALLIC  (EXTRA) 


$44.99 


$54.99 


CLUTCH  SPECIAL  $249.99 

INCLUDES  CLUTCH  DISC,  PRESSURE  PLATE, 
THROWOUT-BEARING,  PILOT  BEARING.  RESURFACING 
FLYWHEEL  & TRANSMISSION  FLUID  IF  NEEDED  (EXTRA) 


All  prices  good  with  this  ad  only,  must  present  ad  when  service  order  Is  written,  prices  good  for  most  cars 
$2.50  for  environmental-safe  fluid  disposal  by  fluid  change,  sales  tax  not  included. 


AUTO  BODY  REPAIR 

FREE  ESTIMATE  W/REPAIR 


MUFFLER  & EXHAUST 

REPLACE  & REPAIR  MUFFLER 
AND  EXHAUST  SYSTEMS 


U-HAUL  RENTAL 

CALL  FOR  RESERVATION 


TOWING  SERVICE 

FREE  TOW  W/MAJ  REPAIR 
CASH  FOR  GAS 

ENGINE  & CARBURATOR 

REBUILD  & CHANGE  ENGINE 
AND  CARBURATOR 

ELECTRO  CAR  SALES 

CALL  FOR  MORE  INFORMATION 


«Ot_ 


*50 


THE  COBBLER  #2 

SHOE  REPAIR 
CUSTOM  MADE  SHOES 
COMPLETE  SHOE  RESTORATION 


WE  REPAIR: 


LEATHER  GOODS 
PURSES 
JACKETS 
SUITCASES,  ETC. 


v 


585-2867 

985  Geneva  Avenue,  S.F. 

Open  Mon.  - Sat.  9:00  a.m.  - 6:30  p.m. 


SERVING  THE  COMMUNITY  FOR  60  YEARS 


CD  • CS  • LP  • VIDEO 

Store  Hours:  M-Sa:  12-7;  Su  1-6 
491 A Guerrero  St.  (between  16th  & 17th),  SF 
(415)  255-8411 


Contemporary 

& 

Traditional 

African 
Arabic,  Latin 
& 

Caribbean 

Music 


/ OYE ! 


Recently,  a moratorium  on  new  liquor 
licenses  in  the  Mission  District  was  proposed 
by  Supervisors  Kevin  Shelley  and  Susan  Leal. 
Though  this  is  certainly  a good  idea,  a 
moratorium  on  new  licenses  would  do  nothing 
to  mitigate  the  negative  effect  that  all  of  the 
existing  liquor  licenses  are  having  on  our  neigh- 
borhood. 

According  to  Manual  Diaz,  an  Alcohol  and 
Beverage  Control  (ABC)  supervisor  in  the  S.F. 
District  Office,  the  ABC  had  23  investigators 
and  roughly  4,000  outstanding  licenses  in  San 
Francisco  and  San  Mateo  Counties  in  1971. 
According  to  S.F.  ABC  Investigator  Everest  J. 
Robillard,  5 years  ago  the  ABC  still  had  only 
23  investigators  in  S.F.  & San  Mateo  Counties. 
Two  years  ago,  the  number  was  reduced  to  15, 
and  now  only  six  investigators  remain.  Since  it 
takes  five  just  to  handle  licensing,  that  leaves 
only  one  investigator  for  enforcement  for  both 
counties  and  over  6,000  licenses.  Currently, 
the  S.F.  office  has  over  200  open  cases. 

When  it  issues  liquor  licenses,  the  State  of 
California  assumes  a fiduciary  duty  to  monitor 
and  control  the  behavior  of  their  licensees  with 
respect  to  the  distribution  of  intoxicating  liq- 
uor. Yet,  since  1971,  the  investigative  case 
load  in  the  S.F.  ABC  office  has  risen  50%  while 
staff  has  been  cut  by  74%;  a net  increase  in 
case  load  of  nearly  500%. 

By  eliminating  three-quarters  of  the  local 
ABC  staff,  the  State  has  effectively  breached 
its  fiduciary  duty  to  monitor  and  control  the 
behavior  of  its  licensees.  This  makes  the  State 
responsible  to  the  City  for  the  public  nuisance 
and  the  public  safety  problems  caused  by  the 
uncontrolled  behavior  of  the  State’s  liquor 
vendors. 

San  Francisco  should  demand  that  the 
State  either  fully  fund  the  ABC  so  that  the 
agency  can  properly  oversee  these  liquor  licen- 
ses or  else  let  the  City  collect  the  liquor  license 
fees  and  administer  the  licenses  locally. 

Park  & Wreckage  IV 

It  has  been  over  a year  since  Open  Space 
funds  were  allocated  for  the  renovation  of  Jose 
Coronado  (J.C.)  Playground.  The  first  nine 
months  were  used  just  to  hire  architects 
Patrick  Mora  and  Jorge  Hernandez.  For- 
tunately, Mora  and  Hernandez  have  already 
committed  a design  to  paper  which  J.C. 
Playground  directors  and  several  members  of 
the  community  reviewed  and  approved  in  prin- 
ciple back  in  May.  Since  then,  the  community 
has  made  several  requests  for  a final  com- 
munity meeting,  but  those  requests  were  ig- 
nored. 

According  to  Park  Planner  Joanne  Wilson, 
there  are  still  some  “unresolved  issues”  about 
the  project,  including  the  size  and  design  of  the 
new  building  which  she  feels  should  be  dis- 
cussed at  a “staff  meeting"  before  any  more 
community  input  is  taken.  Wilson  says  that 
the  next  community  meeting  will  probably  be 
held  sometime  in  September  ’93. 

More  specifically,  the  “unresolved  issue"  is 
the  controversy  over  whether  the  renovation 
plan  should  include  a small  multipurpose  room 
large  enough  to  justify  the  presence  of  a 
recreation  director  on  site  when  it  rains.  Ac- 
cording to  Mora,  the  proposed  multipurpose 
room  would  add  no  more  than  $25,000  to  the 
total  cost  of  the  project,  and  there  is  plenty  of 
money  in  the  budget  to  cover  the  cost. 

According  to  J.C.  Playground  director 
Carlos  Gutierrez,  a multipurpose  room  would 
be  a very  important  addition,  because  working 
parents  could  then  send  their  children  to  the 
facility  without  worrying  about  whether  or  not 
Rec  & Park  has  “declared"  a rainy  day. 
Gutierrez  says  that  the  multipurpose  room 
would  be  used  for  indoor  games,  a tutoring 
program,  movies  and  videos,  community 
meetings  and  other  activities. 

Under  current  policy,  once  Rec  & Park  has 
declared  a rainy  day,  all  of  their  outdoor 
facilities  in  the  entire  City  arc  closed  for  the  rest 
of  that  day.  This  includes  days  when  it  rains 
hard  for  five  minutes  at  11:00  am  and  clears 
up,  leaving  the  asphalt  in  the  City’s 
playgrounds  bone-dry  by  noon. 


According  to  Superintendent  of  Recrea- 
tion Joel  Robinson,  this  policy  saves  the 
Recreation  & Parks  Dept,  roughly  $7,000  per 
rainy  day,  which  can  add  up  to  more  than 
$400,000  annually,  depending  on  the  weather. 
In  the  case  of  J.C.  Playground,  the  cost  of 
staffing  the  facility  on  rainy  days  would  be 
roughly  $6,000  per  year. 

Meanwhile,  the  more  than  1 50  people  who 
visit  J.C.  Playground  daily  still  don’t  have  a 
bathroom  to  use,  and  the  Recreation  & Parks 
Dept,  just  keeps  right  on  fiddling  and  diddling. 
What  else  is  new? 

Are  They  Ever  Going  to  Open  26th  St? 

According  to  a letter  dated  June  4,  1993, 
from  John  Cribbs,  director  of  the  S.F.  Dept,  of 
Public  Works  through  Rudy  Nothenberg, 
Chief  Administrative  Officer,  to  the  Board  of 
Supervisors,  the  April  19th  Board  Of  Super- 
visors resolution  regarding  the  opening  of  26th 
St.  between  Harrison  St.  and  Treat  Ave.  did 
not  order  that  the  street  be  opened.  In  fact, 
the  resolution  only  served  to  urge  the  Chief 
Administrative  Officer  to  request  the  Director 
of  Public  Works  to  review  “rededicating”  the 
aforementioned  portion  of  26th  St.  as  a public 
street  and  submit  recommendations  to  the 
Board. 

The  Project  will  require  crosswalks,  stop 
signs,  new  pavement,  sidewalks  and  curbs. 

The  total  cost  would  be  approximately 
$60,000.  According  to  Cribbs,  “Legally  avail- 
able funding  must  be  available  before  we  can 
proceed.  Presently,  we  have  not  identified  an 
available  source  of  funds.” 

In  addition,  due  to  the  displacement  of  the 
existing  basketball  court  by  the  reopening  of 
the  street,  the  Project  required  Recreation  and 
Park  Commission  approval. 

In  a public  hearing  before  the  Parks  and 
Planning  Committee  and  the  full  Recreation 
& Park  Commission,  held  on  July  6th  and  July 
15th,  the  Commission  voted  to  open  26th  St., 
and  the  matter  has  already  been  referred  to  the 
Board  of  Supervisors  and  the  Department  of 
Public  Works  for  final  approval  and  funding. 

1 ICSF  - Friend  or  Foe? 

In  case  you  didn’t  know,  UCSF  is  talking 
about  taking  over  the  North  East  Mission  In- 
dustrial Zone.  These  are  the  same  folks  that 
used  “eminent  domain”  to  demolish  300 
homes  up  on  Parnassus  Heights,  the  same 
folks  who  don’t  pay  payroll  or  property  taxes 
and  the  same  folks  who  are  currently  being 
sued  for  failure  to  comply  with  the  California 
Environmental  Quality  Act  (CEQA)  because 
of  their  proposed  Mt.  Zion  development.  Hie 
lawsuit  is  called  Western  Addition  Concerned 
Citizens  (WACC)  v.  The  Regents  of  the 
University  of  California.  In  their  suit.  WACC 
claims  that  among  other  things,  UC  has  failed 
to  file  a cumulative  environmental  impact 
report  and  a long  range  development  plan 
describing  all  of  their  projects  and  the  com- 
bined effect  of  those  projects  on  the  Bay  Area. 

The  WACC  suit  is  in  large  part  a rehash  of 
the  same  basic  issues  that  Parnassus  & Laurel 
Heights  successfully  sued  UC  for  several  years 
ago.  I guess  the  University  just  can’t  afford  all 
of  the  monitoring  and  safety  equipment  and 
parking  spaces  the  law  requires  them  to  in- 
clude in  their  plans.  David  Gardner’s  $1  mil- 
lion retirement  package  and  the  Regents 
$350,000  per  year  salaries  come  first.  Besides, 
who  cares  if  the  residents  have  a place  to  park 
or  get  kidney  cancer  from  breathing  UC’s 
laboratory  emissions  of  organic  solvents. 
Science  is  more  important  than  people,  isn't  it? 


Photo  by  Najib  Joe  Hakim. 


Leal  Gets  Out  to 
Meet  the  Mission 


By  Rebecca  Craig 

About  60  people  showed  up  on  July  24  to 
partake  in  the  eats,  mariachi  sounds  and  politi- 
cal talk  on  revitalization  at  the  24th  Street 
Mini-Park,  where  newly  appointed  Supervisor 
Susan  Leal  came  to  meet  the  community. 

Organized  by  Rosa  Rivera,  owner  of  the  El 
Nuevo  Frutilandia  restaurant  and  Mission  dis- 
trict activist,  together  with  the  Mission 
Economic  Development  Association,  the 
meeting  was  a call  for  residents  to  the  uphill 
battle  of  revitalizing  the  neighborhood. 

It  was  scheduled  to  run  from  noon  to  2:00. 
In  the  spirit  of  city  politics,  however,  Leal 
wandered  into  the  park  at  12:45,  after  the  band 
had  begun  and  the  food  was  being  eaten. 
Shortly  after  Leal’s  low-key  arrival,  Rivera  ad- 
dressed the  group.  She  said  the  day  marked 
both  a welcome  to  Leal  and  the  start  of  the 
planning  process  for  24th  Street’s  revitaliza- 
tion over  the  next  five  years.  "Whatever  hap- 
pens on  24th  Street  also  happens  in  the 
corridors  and  alleyways  surrounding  it,"  she 
said. 

Rivera  then  introduced  Ricardo  Noguera, 
acting  director  of  the  Mission  Economic 
Development  Association.  He  pointed  out  the 
achievements  of  the  24th  Street  Revitalization 
Committee  over  the  past  few  years,  such  as  the 
Emblems  of  America  lining  24th  Street,  the 
renovated  murals  in  the  area,  and  the  new 
fences  and  lamps  surrounding  the  park  where 
the  meeting  was  held. 

Leal  then  gave  a brief  talk  to  the  audience, 
saying  that  she  didn’t  want  to  make  a political 
speech;  rather,she  wanted  to  meet  some  of  the 


people  in  the  community  who  looked  to  her  to 
represent  their  needs  on  the  Board.  “You  have 
my  pledge  to  help  with  the  revitalization  of 
24th  Street  and  the  City  and  the  Latino  com- 
munity,” she  said. 

Asked  about  how  she  will  help  with  this 
task,  she  said  she  has  been  meeting  with  the 
merchants  and  the  chief  of  police  on  the  issue 
of  public  safety.  She  added  that  this  is  one  of 
the  bigger  issues  on  her  agenda. 

As  for  her  efforts  in  beautification  of  the 
Mission  and  attracting  visitors  from  other  parts 
of  the  City,  Leal  said  “This  neighborhood 
should  be  more  like  Chinatown,  in  terms  of  its 
draw.” 

Leal,  who  has  been  spending  “more  than 
half'  her  time  on  issues  faced  by  the  Mission 
District,  says  she  would  like  to  get  more  state 
and  federal  funds  for  the  revitalization  project. 
For  example,  she  wants  federal  funds  to  keep 
Bart  stations  clean  and  running. 

She  pointed  out  smaller  projects,  such  as 
teaching  children  of  the  Mission  about  recy- 
cling and  trash,  which  may  seem  insignificant 
but  really  do  help  the  neighborhood 
associations'  efforts  at  beautification. 

As  for  issues  such  as  increased  police 
patrols  and  health  care,  Leal  said  these  are 
matters  of  funding.  Budgets  have  endured 
heavy  cuts,  creating  holdups  in  the  quest  for 
solutions  to  the  area’s  problems. 

However,  her  attitude  is  optimistic;  she 
said  she  has  strong  support  from  the  rest  of  the 
Supervisors  and  will  remain  committed  to  the 
needs  of  Latinos  in  the  City. 


23RP  ST.  SF  CA  941 10  / 550-9158 

0 A COMIC  BOOK  TODAY 
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Kaufman  KO’s 
Code  Enforcement 


by  Richard  Hack 


Supervisor  Barbara  Kaufman  has 
withdrawn  her  proposal  for  a city  charter 
amendment  to  place  the  Bureau  of  Building 
Inspection  (BBI)  under  the  control  of  the  Plan- 
ning Commission.  Right  now  BBI  is  account- 
able only  to  the  Department  of  Public  Works 
and  has  long  been  under  fire  for  its  habitual 
non-enforcement  of  building  and  housing 
codes  against  abusive  landlords. 

Earlier  this  year,  tenant  groups  broadcast 
the  exact  extent  of  BBI’s  lax  enforcement  and 
pointed  out  how  BBI  Supt.  Larry  Litchfield 
had  been  cutting  clerical  and  inspection  staff, 
while  surrounding  himself  with  five  assistants 
and  a deputy  who  each  make  $84-95,000  a 
year.  As  tenant  advocates  raged  about  lack  of 
heat  and  other  severe  habitability  problems, 
Mr.  Litchfield  and  his  circle  blamed  non-enfor- 
cement on  everything  from  due  process  to  lack 
of  staff  and  computer  system. 

Supervisor  Kaufman,  a conservative  who 
is  strongly  pro-business,  introduced  a diverse 
legislative  package  in  early  spring.  It  is  meant 
to  address  the  backlog  of  more  than  2,000 
unabated  code  violations  and  to  address  BBI 
inspectors’  failure  to  fine  heat  cheats,  a full 
decade  after  the  heatless  hotel  scandal  of  1982- 
83  inspired  the  Board  of  Supervisors  to 
criminalize  landlords  who  violated  the  heat  law. 
Half  a dozen  of  Kaufman’s  resolutions  that 
were  passed  by  this  year’s  Board  accomplish 
such  things  as  using  BBI  money  to  fund  two 
more  Deputy  City  Attorneys  to  process  code 
violations,  instructing  the  Department  of  So- 
cial Services  not  to  pay  for  hotel  rooms  that 
violate  health  or  building  codes,  and  stopping 
unnecessary  annual  inspections  of  housing 
units  that  have  always  complied  with  code  re- 
quirements. 

A ballot  initiative  to  amend  the  City 


Charter  to  put  BBI  under  Planning  Commis- 
sion  supervision  is  the  keystone  of  the  reform 
program;  this  Kaufman  has  withdrawn."tem- 
poranly.”  Said  the  Supervisor.  “It  seems  like 
we’ve  gone  from  one  extreme  to  the  other 
We’ve  gone  too  far.  Now  we’re  making  it  too 
stringent  on  the  [residential]  hotel  owners.  1 
heard  BBI  say  a lot  of  things  couldn’t  be  done, 
but  all  the  stuff  they  said  couldn’t  be  done  is 
being  done.”  However,  Ms.  Kaufman  couldn’t 
say  how  code  enforcement  has  actually  im- 
proved. When  asked  if  first-time  heat  cheats 
were  now  being  cited,  she  admitted,  “I  cannot 
tell  you  that  specifically." 

The  City’s  chief  administrative  officer, 
Rudy  Nothenbcrg,  also  claimed  great  im- 
provement in  code  enforcement  while  express- 
ing ignorance  about  the  cuing  of  heat  violations 
and  the  actual  duties  of  Mr.  Litchfield's  many 
highly  paid  assistants. 

Randy  Shaw,  director  of  the  Tenderloin 
Housing  Clinic,  said  he  was  stunned  by  Ms. 
Kaufman’s  sudden  abandonment  of  the 
charter  amendment  in  June.  "If  she  had  not 
commuted  to  the  issue,  we  would  have 
gathered  signatures  and  put  the  measure  on 
the  ballot  ourselves.  But  even  though  we 
missed  out  on  November's  ballot,  the  bright 
side  is  that  a broad  coalition  of  housing  groups 
and  homeowners  will  go  to  the  ballot  next  June 
with  a stronger  measure  that  will  provide  all  the 
necessary  assurances  that  BBI  will  better  serve 
the  public." 

Editor’s  Note:  Chief  Building  Inspector 
Laurence  Kornfield  was  cleared  of  all  charges 
of  improper  activities  and  ethics  violations  ear- 
lier this  month.  The  City  Attorney’s  office  ex- 
onerated Kornfield  after  a highly  publicized 
investigation.  Kornfield  has  been  moved  to 
take  charge  of  a construction  management 
project  at  City  Hall. 
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C rim  e Sto ries 


by  Gary  Byrd 

As  the  City’s  budget  miseries  loom  large 
over  the  Police  Department,  a stepped-up  ef- 
fort to  encourage  communities  to  guard  their 
gates  was  accented  at  a no-frills  meeting  with 
the  City’s  highest  ranking  cop. 

Chief  Anthony  Ribera  answered  a call  to 


meet  with  the  most  vocal  Mission  street 
patrollers,  the  Lexington  Lookouts,  at  the  Fall- 
ing Dog  Cafe  and  fielded  their  questions 
regarding  police  cooperation. 

Dozens  of  Mission  residents  crowded 
into  the  small  cafe  on  July  20  to  participate  in 
the  informal  coffee  break  and  dish  out  several 
suggestions  to  Ribera.  For  nearly  two  hours 


community  activists  spoke  with  the  Chief,  as- 
king for  more  police  support  in  the  form  of 
walkie-talkies,  a police  liaison  to  community 
patrols,  a beat  cop  to  assist  in  nightly  patrols 
and  a process  to  monitor  the  City’s  growing 
number  of  resident  patrol  groups. 

Falling  in  line  with  the  Mayor’s  crime 
plan,  Ribera  was  supportive  of  residents  who 
are  taking  charge  of  their  neighborhoods  and 
seizing  them  back  from  the  street  thugs.  He 
complimented  the  group  on  their  ability  to 
organize. 

However,  Ribera  was  leery  of  commit- 
ting police  resources  to  the  effort;  he  described 
youth  crime  as  very  difficult  to  manage  and 
pointed  out  the  severity  of  the  budget  crunch. 

"As  the  bottom  falls  out,  and  there  is  no 
money,"  said  Christopher  Ford,  head  of  the 
Guardian  Angels  in  Northern  California,  "the 
police  have  to  investigate  alternatives." 

For  sure,  city  government  moves  at  a 
snail’s  pace,  but  Ribera  promised  to  find  quick 
solutions  to  the  requests  of  the  Lookouts  and 
other  homespun  crime  fighters. ' 

The  City  is  aiding  street  patrols  by  issuing 
a how-to  reference  manual,  which  will  outline 
the  steps  neighborhood  groups  must  take  to 
secure  their  streets.  It  will  also  list  useful  city 
agencies. 

Ribera  was  left  with  a checklist  to  try  to 
fill.  The  community  asked  for  little  in  the  way 
of  support,  and  Ribera  said  he  would  take  the 
necessary  actions  to  meet  their  requests. 

1 " There  are  some  dinosaurs  in  the  police 

department  that  don’t  want  to  expand  their 
(options),"  said  Ford,  "but  Ribera  is  not  one 

of  those  people." 

NUMBERS 


Chief  Anthony  Ribera  enjoyed  a slight 
respite  from  the  angst  surrounding  his  current 
job  when  he  released  the  latest  Police  Depart- 
ment figure  on  gang-related  arrests  in  the  Mis- 
sion, which  was  up  145%  from  last  June. 

At  a July  24  press  conference,  Ribera  was 
extremely  pleased  to  announce  the  results  of  a 
recent  sting  operation  in  the  Mission. 

The  crackdown  is  a part  of  the  Mayor’s 
Matrix  Strategy  Enforcement  Plan  designed  to 
target  individual  District  Stations  for  one 
month,  giving  them  the  necessary  officers  and 
resources  to  attack  glaring  problems  in  their 
regions.  June  was  the  month  chosen  for  Mis- 
sion District  Station,  and  20  additional  officers 
lead  the  crackdown  on  gangs. 

" We  engaged  in  saturation  patrols,"  said 
a police  spokesman,  "with  the  resources  and 
personnel  we  need." 

The  police  arrested  1 10  individuals  in- 
volved in  gang  activity  in  the  past  five  weeks 
which  is  up  threefold  from  the  usual  three 
dozen  gang  arrests  made  monthly  in  the  Mis- 
sion, according  to  Capt.  Larry  Minasian  who 
oversaw  the  sting  operation. 

The  strike  force  targeted  over  50  core 
members  of  the  seven  dominant  Mission 
gangs,  said  Minasian.  Also,  at  least  four  drive- 
bys  were  averted  when  officers  arrested  armed 
gang  members  in  cars. 

The  report  also  showed  an  1 1 % decrease 
in  the  City’s  crime  rate  from  this  time  last  year. 

WAVE  OF  TERROR? 

A string  of  Mission  robberies  prompted 
many  residents  and  business  owners  to  brace 
for  a wave  of  violence,  but  police  argue  that  the 
robberies  were  nothing  uncommon. 

Sketches  of  suspects  involved  in  two 
similar  crimes  were  circulated  in  the  daily 
papers,  but  police  officials  aren’t  confirming 
that  the  robberies  were  committed  by  the  same 
men.  The  robberies  were  within  three  blocks 
of  each  other  near  the  3000  block  of  Mission 
St. 

The  crimes,  however,  were  carried  out  in 
the  same  manner;  victims  described  similar 
men,  although  in  one  robbery  there  were  four 
men  and  in  the  other  there  were  two;  and  their 
proximity  lends  credence  to  the  allegation  that 
it  was  the  same  men. 

According  to  a police  spokesman,  there 
is  an  active  investigation  under  way  to  catch  the 
assailants  and  there  are  strong  leads  in  the 
case. 

Police  said  that  half  a dozen  robberies 
against  businesses  occur  in  the  Mission  month- 
ly, and  this  latest  wave  is  nothing  but  a shore- 
break. 

CRIME  REPORT 

July  15:  A black  male  in  his  early  20s 
walked  into  Cash-a-Check  at  Mission  and  16th 
and  spied  an  Asian  man  in  his  fifties  pulling  out 
his  wallet.  The  instant  the  young  man  spotted 
a $100  bill  emerging,  he  nabbed  it  and  ran  into 
the  street,  disappearing  into  a crowd. 

July  20:  Four  black  men  entered  Mexico 
Lindo  Cafe  at  2341  Folsom  carrying  semi- 
automated  pistols  and  an  intent  to  rob  the 
patrons  and  the  cash  register.  With  employees 
and  patrons  on  the  floor,  the  gunmen  went 
from  body  to  body  snatching  wallets.  Three 
men  were  shot  and  one  died  at  the  scene.  The 
suspects  escaped  and  are  still  at  large. 

July  25:  Mission  Dolores  Basilica  was 
broken  into,  and  the  robber  or  robbers 
smashed  open  the  collection  boxes.  The 
church  lost  no  revenue  because  the  donations 
had  been  emptied  earlier  in  the  day. 


CORRECTION 


LAST  MONTH  IN  THE  STORY  MAXI- 
MUM COFFEE  THE  NEW  MISSION  NEWS 
GAVE  THE  WRONG  LOCATION  FOR 
MUDDY’S  COFFEE  HOUSE.  MUDDY’S  IS 
AT  1304  VALENCIA  STREET  NEAR  24TH. 
BUSINESS  IS  BRISK  AT  THIS  NEW  ES- 
TABLISHMENT IN  SPITE  OF  OUR 
REGRETED  BLUNDER. 


Chief  of  Police  Tony  Rivera  (left),  Falling  Dog  Cafe  Owner  Daniel  Soares  (in  black)  and  two 
members  of  the  Lexington  Lookouts.  Photo  by  Najib  Joe  Hakim. 

EL  CAPORAL 
DISTRIBUTING  CO. 

FINEST  QUALITY  FOOD 

The  best  Mexican  imports  to  service  Bay  Area  restaurants.  Delivered  free  to  your  door. 

(510)569-5656  • (510)  633-2744  PAGER 


"El  Paso  de  la  Muerte"  La  Suerte  Cbarra  Mas  Peligrosa 

2014  EDISON  AVENUE 
SAN  LEANDRO,  C A 94577 
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BOOZE  BAN  MOVES  AHEAD 


NEW  LIQUOR  STORES  WOULD  BE  STOPPED 


Supervisor  Shelley  has  introduced  legis- 
lation which  will  put  a cap  on  the  number  of 
liquor  outlets  in  the  Mission,  and,  hopefully, 
reduce  their  number.  Perhaps  this  will  help 
make  our  streets  safer  and  pleasanter;  at  the 
least,  it  will  arrest  their  deterioration. 

It  is  unfortunate  that,  because  the  state 
Alcoholic  Beverage  Control  Board  (ABC)  has 
jurisdiction  over  alchohol,  cities  cannot  regu- 
late the  sale  or  transfer  of  liquor  licenses  direct- 
ly. However,  in  the  interest  of  public  welfare, 
a city  may  control  liquor  sales  indirectly  by 
establishing  “special  use  districts”  and  restrict- 
ing occupancy  and  building  permits  in  those 
areas.  This  is  what  Shelley’s  ordinance  would 
do,  in  the  rectangle  bordered  by  Army,  Guer- 
rero, South  Van  Ness  and  Fourteenth  Streets. 

Since  the  city  cannot  take  licenses 
away  from  businesses  that  already  hold  them, 
the  ordinance  would  use  denial  of  occupancy 
permits  to  prevent  either  the  sale  of  licenses 
into  the  district  or  their  transfer  from  one  loca- 
tion to  another  within  it.  It  would  also  prevent 
expansion  or  ‘substantial  change’  at  already- 
existing  liquor  outlets.  The  law  will  not  effect 
“legitimate  restaurants,”  but  a restaurant 
owner  will  not  be  able  to  turn  her  estab- 
lishment into  a bar.  This  means  that  during  the 
18-month  trial  period  of  Shelley’s  legislation, 
the  number  of  liquor  licenses  could  only  stay 
the  same  or  decrease. 

Since  the  neighborhood  is  alcohol- 
saturated  already — with  one  liquor  license  for 
every  87  residents,  or  about  double  the 
citywide  ratio  of  l-to-162  — it  may  not  appear 
that  this  new  “special  use  district”  will  do  much 
good.  After  all,  alcoholism  is  an  addiction,  so  if 
an  alchoholic’s  corner  store  closes  down,  he 
will  certainly  walk  three  or  five  blocks  to  get  his 
drink.  But  social  problems  are  generated  by 
concentrations,  and  drinkers  often  linger  near 
where  they  buy,  so  the  thinning  out  of  licenses 
in  the  most  troubled  areas  could  make  a dif- 
ference. 

In  addition,  “This  legislation  at  least 
prevents  the  situation  from  degenerating  by 
halting  the  spread  of  liquor  stores  into  residen- 
tial neighborhoods,"  says  Larry  Florin  of  Su- 
pervisor Shelley’s  office.  He  also  says  that 


there  is  a correlation  between  public  drunke- 
ness  and  assaults. 

Hilda  Berenstein,  a community  activist 
who  has  worked  for  two  years  to  get  this  legis- 
lation passed,  believes  that  it  is  also  important 


quality  of  life,  even  bring  jobs,  might  come  into 
the  Mission.  The  legislation  may  also  hand 
neighborhood  activists  a valuable  tool:  Per- 
haps by  picketing  a particularly  troublesome 
establishment,  a residents’  group  could  hurt  its 
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Alcoholics  Unanimous  Assembly  Area.  Photo  by  Fuminori  Sato. 


for  another  reason:  “It  sends  a signal  to  people 
who  want  to  exploit  the  Mission  that  we  won’t 
tolerate  it.”  She  adds  that,  even  though  the 
ABC  already  has  had  an  informal  ban  on  is- 
suance of  new  licenses  into  the  Mission,  the  law 
will  make  a difference  because,  “this  prohibi- 
tion will  allow  community  groups  to  put  their 
energies  elsewhere.”  However,  she  em- 
phasizes that  the  fight  is  not  yet  won.  “Mission 
residents  need  to'support  this  by  writing  the 
supervisors  letters  describing  the  negative  im- 
pacts of  alcohol  on  their  lives,”  which  include 
“declines  in  business,  parents  who  are  fearful 
of  letting  their  children  play  outside  and 
declines  in  property  values.” 

Instead  of  liquor  stores  and  bars,  at- 
tractive new  businesses  that  could  enhance 
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business  enough  to  shut  it  down.  And  once  a 
business  closes  for  30  days,  it  loses  its  license. 

Ironically,  however,  the  most  immedi- 
ate beneficiaries  of  the  restrictions  may  be  cur- 
rent holders  of  liquor  licenses,  because 
competition  will  be  barred  from  their  market. 

Mission  residents  had  mostly  positive 
responses  to  the  new  law,  although  many  ques- 
tioned the  source  of  the  problem. 

“It’s  a good  idea,"  says  C.  Lee,  his  el- 
bows planted  comfortably  on  a Mission  bar. 
“There  are  enough  liquor  stores  to  service  the 
community.  But  bars  are  another  story.  They 
are  places  of  gathering.” 

The  bartender  agrees.  “A  few  of  our 
regulars  do  get  drunk  in  here,  but  they  live 
down  the  block  and  they  walk  right  home.  The 


indigents  who  get  drunk  buy  their  alcohol  in 
liquor  stores.  Bars  are  too  expensive  for  them.” 
Scan  Regan,  who  works  in  a Mission 
bookstore,  has  positive  things  to  say  about  al- 
cohol. “It  sets  a joyous  atmosphere  on  the 
street.  Lots  of  people  like  to  drink,  and  I’m  one 
of  them.  The  real  problem  is  cocaine.”  Yet 
even  he  had  positive  feelings  about  the 
proposed  restrictions.  “Drunkenesss  is  a prob- 
lem when  it’s  in  the  extreme,”  he  says,  “so  the 
new  laws  might  be  a good  idea.” 

Even  Carol  Bautista,  whose  family  has 
owned  the  Thanasis  liquor  store  for  about  five 
years,  says,  “I  think  it’s  a good  thing.” 

“It’ll  be  better  for  businesses  that  al- 
ready have  licenses,”  says  her  son  Marvin.  But, 
“Nobody  is  going  to  buy  a store  if  they  know 
that  they  won’t  be  able  to  get  a liquor  license 
for  it.”  Here  is  a problem  the  restrictions  may 
pose:  Since  some  merchants  believe  that 
groceries  cannot  operate  profitably  without 
liquor  sales,  parts  of  the  neighborhood  could 
be  deprived  of  access  to  food.  However,  the 
frequency  of  comer  stores  makes  this  situation 
unlikely. 

Faisel  Jaber  is  another  liquor  store 
owner  who  supports  the  restrictions.  Jaber  has 
changed  the  emphasis  in  his  own  store,  located 
on  24th  and  Folsom  streets,  from  alcohol  to 
natural  foods.  He  claims  that  the  switch  has 
brought  him  a better  class  of  customers. 
“When  I look  outside  and  see  other  stores’ 
clientele,  it  makes  me  sick,”  he  says.  “Another 
thing  that  they  should  get  rid  of,"  he  adds,  as 
he  sells  a customer  a ticket,  “is  the  lottery.  It 
just  sucks  money  from  the  poor  people.  But 
what  can  I do?  I have  to  make  a living.” 

The  Supervisors  will  hold  the  first  public 
hearing  on  the  issue  on  August  5 at  10  am,  in 
Room  228  of  City  Hall.  Larry  Florin  says  that 
to  ensure  its  passage,  community  support  is 
needed.  “The  Board  supports  this  because 
they  believe  that  the  community  is  backing  it. 
So  it’s  important  that  people  write  letters  and 
make  it  to  the  hearing  to  show  the  Supervisors 
that  this  is  really  true.” 

For  more  information,  call  Shelley’s  office: 
554-4005 

Michael  Cesser 
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Quality  Fast  Service 
at  Low,  Low  Prices 


Bendix 
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Special  from 
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CLUTCH 

Special  from 
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Guaranteed 
2 yr. ,20,000  miles  on  parts 
1 yr.,  12,000  miles  on  labor 

• Front  wheel  drive  included 

• New  factory  parts  for 
imports  and  most 
domestics  (not  rebuilt) 

• Free  lifetime  service 
adjustment 

1 . Pressure  Plate  • 

2.  Clutch  Disc 

3.  Throw  out  Bearing 

4.  Pilot  Bearing 

Discount  Brake  & Clutch 

740  Valencia  Street  (between  18th  and  19th) 
431-9400  M-F  7:30  - 7:00  • SAT  8:00  - 6:00 
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extra.  Sometimes  additional  pans  and  labor  may  be  complete  the  repair  properly.  Cost  may  be  substantial  We  provide 
the  highest  quality  service  at  the  lowest  possible  pnee.  - 


Front  or  rear 
Pads  & shoes 
Guaranteed  for  life! 

1 . Free  brake  inspection 

2.  Install  new  Bendix  pads 
or  heavy  duty  shoes* 

3.  Repack  wheel  bearings 

4.  Anti-squeak  treatment 

5.  Road  Test 

* Bendix  Brakes  with  lifetime  guarantee 


SMOG  INSPECTION 


*1 6s 


0.7 

for  cert. 


Plus  we  will  beat  any 
advertised  price  lower  than 
ours  by  S2.00 


FREE  RETEST  WHILE-U-WAIT 
WHEh£WORJKJ  S_DONE_HERE_ 

LUBE,  OIL&  FILTER  ~l 

*1  ^95  # Up  to  5 9uarts 


• Replace  Oil  Filter 
Check  Vital  Fluid  Levels 


TUNE  UP 


S 


37 


95 

4 cyl. 


& SERVICE 

47.95  6 cyl. 

57.95  8 cyl. 


1 


Smog  Stop 

4199  Mission  St. 
334-7664 

3 Blocks  from  Silver 
M-F  8-6;  30  & 8-5 


Discount  Smog  & 
Lube 

3300  Army  Street 
647-7665 

Olympic  Gas  at  S.  Van  Ness 
M-F  8-6:30  & SAT  8-5 
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FIGHTING  BACK 


ART  PROJECT  BATTLES  BOOZE  BOOSTERS 


by  Murray  Paskin 

A winged  heart  torn  down  the  middle,  with 
tears  dripping  from  the  bottom,  forms  the 
centerpiece  of  a silkscreen  poster  on  display  at 
a 30th  & Mission  street  bus  shelter.  A beer 
bottle  with  a skull  and  cross  bones  stands  in  the 
torn  area,  while  flames  from  below  threaten  to 
consume  the  heart.  Lettering,  like  sparks 
dancing  above  the  heart,  says,"  No  dejes 
quemar  tu  vida"  (Don’t  let  your  life  burn). 

Another  shelter  poster  across  the  street 
contains  a cartoon  street  scene.  A beer  can 
titled  “Killer"  is  painted  on  a wall.  Two  teens 
lie  drunk  on  the  curb;  spray-can  style  art  letter- 
ing says,  “Think  about  it."  On  a car  hood  in  the 
foreground,  a muscles-bulging  macho  Latino 
has  his  arm  around  a flimsily  dressed,  sexy 
Latina.  The  Spanish  dialogue  translates  into 
English  as  — He:  Yeah,  I don’t  need  to  drink 
to  enjoy  myself  because  I have  you.  She:  Oh 
my  love,  how  happy  I am  that  you  are  not  one 
of  them  (referring  to  the  two  drunks). 

These  are  the  first  of  a planned  series  of 
posters  that  will  be  placed  in  bus  shelters 
throughout  the  Mission.  They  were  created  by 
students  participating  in  “Fighting  Back,”  an 
after-  school  teen  art  program  at  the  Mission 
Cultural  Center,  designed  to  counteract  heavy 
liquor  advertising  directed  at  the  Mission’s 
Latino  Community. 

In  spile  of  the  tragedies  taking  place  daily 
within  the  community  — Gang/youth  and 
domestic  violence,  broken  homes,  and  wife 
beating  — seductive  images  of  Latino 
stereotypes,  associating  liquor  with  sex,  money, 
and  power,  bombard  street  after  street  in  the 
Mission.  Most  common  is  the  elegantly 
dressed,  foxy  Latina  provocatively  leaning  on 
an  enlarged  beer  bottle  or  sitting  on  the  fender 
of  a flashy  new  car.  In  addition  to  the  hype, 
these  ads  paint  a crass  and  superficial  picture 
of  Latino  life  that  is  condescending  and 
degrading. 

"Fighting  Back"  is  an  ambitious  program 
that  shows  Latino  youth  a positive  approach  to 
an  issue  that  is  literally  life  and  death  to  them. 
It  runs  for  a year  and  is  made  up  of  five  2 1/2 
month  cycles,  each  consisting  of  10  students 
per  group.  The  students  meet  2 1/2  hours  each 
week,  with  different  instructors  for  each  cycle. 

Although  the  goal  is  to  create  anti-liquor 


posters,  the  program  also  deals  with  other 
pressing  issues.  For  one,  it  addresses  the  need 
for  organized  after-school  programs,  sorely 
lacking  in  the  Mission  District.  It  also  offers 
each  student  a monthly  $50  stipend.  Jennifer 
Swan,  the  program  coordinator  says,  “The 
stipend  serves  a number  of  purposes.  Many 
Latino  youth  work  aftel  school  to  supplement 
family  income.  There’s  also  a shortage  of  jobs 
for  high  school  youth.  The  stipend  relieves  any 
anxiety  the  kids  might  have  about  not  earning 
money.  They  can  relax  and  focus  on  the  work." 

The  program  also  offers  valuable  training 


in  silk  screen  printing  and  design,  which  could 
serve  for  future  employment. 

Finally,  and  possibly  most  important,  is  the 
notion  of  the  teens  using  their  talent  to  serve 
the  community. 

Ana  Ruiz,  one  of  the  instructors  in  the 
opening  cycle  says:  “The  program  combines 
theory  and  practice.  The  kids  are  taught  to 
think  and  translate  their  ideas  into  art.  We 
begin  with  discussions  of  alcohol  consumption 
and  violence,  its  prevalence  among  Latinos, 
the  relationship  of  alcohol  abuse  and  the  social 
problems  — poverty,  unemployment,  and  cul- 
tural dislocation  — the  Latino  community 


faces.  Then  we  begin  to  analyze  different  ads, 
to  see  how  the  cultural  distortions  encourage 
drinking.  Now  the  group  breaks  up  into 
smaller  groups,  each  making  preliminary 
sketches  based  on  ideas  from  the  discussion. 
The  group  then  decides  which  sketch  will  be 
the  basis  of  the  poster,  and  the  work  of  finaliz- 
ing begins." 

The  result  is  not  only  clear  and  forthright 
statements,  but  the  development  of  an  inven- 
tive style  not  often  found  in  poster  art.  Its 
coarse  and  unpolished  quality  and  creative  use 
of  traditional  symbols  give  the  work  a unique 
folk-art  style.  At  the  same  time,  its  use  of  pop 
culture  ikons  particular  to  the  Latino  com- 
munity reflects  a sophisticated  intelligence. 

The  torn  heart  weeping,  a potent  Catholic 
religious  symbol  found  mostly  in  Latin 
America  and  widely  used  in  its  modern  paint- 
ing, talks  directly  and  eloquently  to  the  issue. 
The  grungy  street  corner  scene  subverts  the 
world  of  the  slick  liquor  ads.  It's  the  flip-side 
of  the  plastic  notions  of  life;  the  reality  behind 
the  image.  The  fun-loving  yuppies  of  the  beer 
ads  are  distorted,  idealized  images  of  the  teens 
in  an  alcoholic  stupor.  The  spray  paint  letter- 
ing is  a familiar  street  ikon  designed  to  shatter 
“respectability,”  and  the  stereotyped  couple 
counters  pro-alcohol  cliches  with  anti-alcohol 
cliches. 

The  sessions  I attended  had  a relaxed  in- 
tensity and  an  exciting  energy  unique  to 
motivated  teens.  Ms.  Swan  says,  "The  kids 
were  turned  on  by  the  program  and  related 
immediately  to  the  issues." 

I also  found  their  honesty  and  directness 
touching.  I expected  to  hear  a press  release 
type  listing  of  great  expectations.  Not  at  all! 
One  student  told  me:  “It  probably  won’t  stop 
people  from  drinking.  But  it’ll  send  a message 
that  we  teens  don’t  like  it.  That  it’s  bad  for  you 
and  you  can  die.”  Another  was  more  firm. 
“The  ads  promise  fun."  She  added  emphati- 
cally, “ It’s  not  fun.” 

The  program  runs  through  May  1994,  so 
there’s  still  plenty  of  time  to  join.  If  you  are 
interested,  call  Jennifer  Swan  at  (415)  495- 
7211,  or  contact  the  Mission  Cultural  Center 
directly  at  (415)  821-1155 
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MISSION  CAMERA  SHOP 

• Color  and  Black  & White  Developing 

• Camera  Sales  and  Camera  Repairs 

• Dark  Room  Supplies 

• Retouching  and  Hand  Coloring 

• Slides,  Prints,  Super  8 or  Regular  8 

Movies  onto  Video  Cassettes 

1089  Valencia  Street  (near  22nd) 
San  Francisco,  CA  94110 
(415)  641-8396 
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A MODEST  PROPOSAL 

BRING  BACK  SEALS  STADUIM 


by  Brian  Doohan 

The  lengthy  controversy  over  a downtown 
ballpark  is  but  one  of  the  elements  that  has 
poisoned  San  Francisco’s  reputation  as  “the 
City  that  knows  how  ',  but  it  is  all  the  more 
deplorable,  given  the  poor  judgment  exhibited 
by  those  on  all  sides. 

Candlestick  Park  itself  was  built  years  ago 
as  the  result  of  a sweetheart  deal  between  the 
City  and  a private  developer.  While  no  corrup- 
tion was  ever  proven,  it  cannot  be  denied  that 
the  choice  of  location  was  unfortunate,  espe- 
cially for  night  baseball.  Regrettably,  the 
recent  stadium  initiatives  have  also  been 
tainted  by  secret  real  estate  dealings  which, 
whether  ultimately  harmful  or  beneficial,  were 
perceived  by  taxpayers  and  voters  as  a con- 
spiratorial assault  upon  their  rights  and  their 
pocketbooks. 

Even  more  regrettably,  the  new  Giants 
owners  seem  not  to  have  learned  these  few  old 
lessons. 

Of  the  two  most  recent  downtown  ballpark 
plans,  one  should  have  been  defeated  — and 
was.  The  other,  Art  Agnos'  China  Basin  en- 
deavor (which  had  the  misfortune  to  go  to  the 
voters  a few  days  after  the  1989  earthquake) 
was  a compromise  that  should  have  passed  but 
didn’t,  primarily  because  the  Mayor  and  his 
campaign  team  chose  to  hide  aspects  of  the 
real  estate  manipulations  that  made  the  deal 
possible,  rather  than  lay  them  out  before  the 
voters  to  make  up  their  minds.  The  voters 
smelled  a rat  where  there  was  really  only  a 
mouse;  Proposition  P failed  by  a few  hundred 
votes.  • 

Both  stadium  plans  relied  on  public  fund- 
ing. The  China  Basin  ballpark  would  have 
been  paid  for  by  selling  a surplus  MUNI  lot  in 
Fisherman  s Wharf  and  rezoning  it  for  hotel 
construction.  If  Agnos  had  been  honest  and 
released  the  details  to  the  public  the  way  he  did 
to  the  media,  it  is  likely  that  Prop.  P would  have 
lost  a few  votes  in  North  Beach,  but  more  than 
made  up  for  them  elsewhere.  After  all,  it  is 
hard  to  conceive  of  Fisherman’s  Wharf  being 
ruined  by  the  addition  of  another  tacky  hotel. 


Proposition  W,  put  on  the  ballot  by  Dianne 
Feinstein  a few  years  earlier,  was  to  build  a 
stadium/arena  complex  on  the  corner  of  the 
Mission  Bay  property  nearest  Showplace 
Square.  It  was  also  defeated  and  rightly  so. 
Immensely  dangerous  to  San  Francisco’s  fu- 
ture, elements  of  this  discredited  proposal  are 
circulating  between  the  Mayor’s  office  and  the 


Giants’  new  owners. 

Like  Prop.  W,  the  new  stadium  deal 
(whose  existence  has  been  denied  by  all  con- 
cerned) seems  to  center  on  a trade  of  Mission 
Bay  land  for  zoning  concessions  to  maximize 
profits  for  its  developers.  With  so  much  for  the 
developers  and  a handful  of  politicians  to  gain 
and  so  much  for  the  rest  of  the  City  to  lose,  the 
linkage  of  the  Giants  with  another  Mission  Bay 
roller  coaster  is  not  only  underhanded,  it’s 
foolish  The  voters  have  proven  that  not  only 
will  they  reject  a dirty  deal,  they’ll  even  reject 
| a clean  deal  that  smells  a little  dirty. 


Proposal:  A few  short  blocks  from  the 
rumored  stadium  site,  the  16th  and  Bryant 
location  of  the  former  Seals  Stadium  houses  a 
depressed  collection  of  auto  dealerships  and  a 
dingy  Safeway  that  has  gone  into  a tailspin 
since  the  opening  of  the  Food  4 Less 
Warehouse  at  14th  and  Folsom.  While  the 
Mission  has  shown  that  it  can  tear  itself  apart 


over  issues  ranging  from  undocumented 
workers  to  street  closings  to  soccer  fields,  it  has 
also  shown  an  ability  to  mow  down  official 
opposition  when  united,  as  in  the  case  of  the 
renaming  of  Coronado  Playground. 

And  now  it’s  time  for  the  Mission  to  unite 
behind  a revival  of  Seals  Stadium. 

The  timing  couldn’t  be  better.  Safeway 
owner  and  Giants’  majority  stockholder  Peter 
Magowan  would  earn  both  community 
plaudits  and  money  by  pulling  the  plug  on  the 
16th  and  Bryant  store,  leaving  the  Mission  to 
his  Church  and  Market  establishment  and 


opening  a smaller  place  in  south  Potrero/north 
Bayview.  Most  of  the  adjacent  Autocenter 
could  be  relocated  to  a former  Ron  Greenspan 
lot  at  12th  and  Howard  that  failed  because  of 
the  economy  and  traffic  difficulties. 

Bringing  baseball  back  to  16th  and  Bryant 
would  revitalize  the  Northeast  Mission.  The 
parking  issue,  which  worked  against  an  earlier 
revival  of  Seals’  Stadium,  would  be  moot  due 
to  the  abundance  of  unused  industrial  proper- 
ty. If  and  when  the  economy  improved,  the 
property  would  have  to  be  consolidated  into 
garages,  but  these  could  serve  double  duty,  for 
downtown  commuters  by  day  and  fans  by 
night.  22-Fillmore  service  between  BART 
and  Bryant  would  have  to  be  increased,  but 
that’s  well  within  the  capacity  and  budget  of  the 
powers-that-be. 

Seals  Stadium  would  augment  the  bur- 
geoning retail/warehouse  trade  that  has  been 
the  sole  bright  spot  in  the  flickering  NEMIZ 
economy.  Struggling  theatres  along  16th 
street  would  benefit  from  the  increased 
nighttime,  non-criminal  foot  traffic,  and  an  ex- 
tension of  the  Valencia  Street  restaurant  strip 
would  be  possible.  The  deal  would  have  to 
include  the  availability  of  the  stadium  as  a park 
for  the  public  during  the  off-season.  The  new 
owners  might  even  be  able  to  capitalize  on  the 
stadium’s  location  by  scheduling  exhibition 
games  with  Mexican,  other  Latin  American 
and  Asian  teams  during  the  warm  October  and 
November  months. 

Candlestick  could  then  be  modified  to 
retain  the  49ers  and  leased  as  a Playland-by- 
the-Bay  in  the  spring  and  summer  months, 
providing  the  City  with  additional  revenues 
and  Bayview-  Hunters’  Point  with  the  jobs  that 
were  promised  decades  ago  but  never 
delivered. 

Editor’s  note:  As  we  go  to  press,  the  Price 
Club  is  also  exploring  the  possibility  of  open- 
ing an  outlet  at  the  intersection  of  16th  and 
Bryant  Streets. 


SEALS  STADIUM  1931-1959 


★ Pool  Table  COCKTAIL  LOUNGE 

★ Big  Screen  T.V. 

★ CD  Juke  Box 

WEDNESDAYS  & MOST  WEEKENDS 
DJ  & DANCING 


HAPPY  HOURS  5-7  PM 
Draft  Beer  Bud  $1.50  Red  Hook  $2.50  y 


527  Valencia  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA 


(415)  863-9328 


BOOKS  AND  TOYS  FOR  GROWN-UPS 

We  carry  the  these  Spanish-language  books  on 
sexuality  for  women,  parents  and  kids: 

Hablemos  Acerca  del  s-e-x-o 
Periodo 

El  lenguaje  de  la  sexualidad  para  la  mujer 

As  well  as  our  fascinating  collection  of  sexual  self-help 
and  erotic  books,  videos  and  toys. 

1210  Valencia  (between  23rd  and  24th  Streets) 


Good  Vibrations  Open  every  day  1 1 a.m.  - 7 p.m.,  550-0827 


HOTEL  SUNRISE 

Close  to  BART 

Cerca  del  BART 

Newly  Remodeled 

Recien  Remodelado 

All  Rooms  with  Private  Bath 

Todos  los  Cuartos  con  Banos  Privados 

Kitcheoetts  Available 

Hay  Estufas  Pequenas  Disponibles 

Daily  and  Weekly 

Alquiler  por  Dia  o por  Semana 

447  Valencia  St.  (415)  431-2211 

We  would  like  to  thann  our  patrons  tor  voting  EL  NUEVO  FRUTILANDIA 
"The  Best  Cuban  Restaurant  in  the  Bay  Area"  SF  Bav  Guardian 
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KATZ  BAGELS,  HOLEY  SATISFYING 


T he  Mission  has  many  and  varied  culi- 
nary scenes:  the  geographicaly  dispersed  Land 
of  a Thousand  Burritos;  the  cluster  of  upscale 
eateries  along  Valencia  St.  beginning  on  21st 
St.  and  extending  south  to  25th  , Gourmet 
Gulch,  and  the  multifaceted  Latin  cuisines  on 
24th  St.,  the  Appetites  of  the  Americas  Area. 
The  latest  addition  to  this  tradition  of  gustatory 
diversity  is  16th  St.’s  Nosh  Zone,  whose  exist- 
ence was  only  a conceptual  possibility  until  last 
month  when  that  final  missing  element  was 
included  with  the  opening  of  Katz  Bagels. 

Located  between  Guerrero  and  Valencia, 
the  Nosh  Zone  includes:  two  spots  for  crepes, 
Ti  Couz  and  Higher  Grounds;  the  cafe  fare  of 
Cafes  Macando,  Picaro  and  New  Dawn; 
falafels  from  Truly  Mediterranean;  the  Maya 
Taqueria;  La  Estrella  Panaderia;  Grandee 
Ho’s  eclectic  all-Asian  menu;  a pair  of  Thai 
restaurants,  Mai  Lao  and,  just  across  Guerrero 
St.,  Bangkok  16;  a pizzeria  due  to  open  soon, 
joining  the  just-opened  Pizza  Mania  above 
Guerrero;  and  finally,  the  Zone’s  oldest  eating 
establishment,  Aunt  Mary’s  Salvadoran- 
Mexican-Amencan  Restaurant. 

This  all  makes  for  some  pretty  stiff  com- 
petition, but  Katz  Bagels  brings  to  the  scene  a 
unique  and  savory  appeal  to  the  palate  that 
should  guarantee  this  new  business  a long  and 
prosperous  furture.  Up  to  now,  bagels  in  the 
Mission  could  be  found  only  in  three  or  four 
varieties,  with  one  or  two  choices  of  spreads 
(usually  a rectangular  piece  of  cream  cheese 
that  crumbled  rather  than  spread). 

Katz,  on  the  other  hand  offers  17  types  of 
bagels,  including  the  exotic  sun-dried  tomato 
and  basil,  the  richly  flavored  pesto,  the  energy 
bagel  (whole  wheat  with  dates  and  nuts),  and 
that  only-in-the-Mission  multicultural  morsel, 
the  Jalapena  bagel.  There  are  also  seven  dif- 
ferent cream  cheese  spreads,  the  local 
favorites  so  far  being  pesto-olive  and  dill- 
cucumber.  Five  kinds  of  butter  spreads  (try 
cinnamon  sugar  butter  if  you’ve  got  a sweet 
tooth)  are  also  available. 

The  smoked  fish  selections  should  please 
the  most  demanding  of  bagel  connoiseurs,  with 
New  York  or  Norwegian  (slightly  smokier)  lox, 


herring  in  wine  or  cream  sauce  and  white  fish 
chubbs  completing  the  long  list  of  possible 
bagel  combinations.  It  is  perhaps  this  wide 
variety  of  selections  that  has  given  Katz  Bagels 
its  almost  immediate  popularity  (400  cus- 
tomers on  one  Saturday)  and  frequent  return 
business. 

Then  again,  the  instant  popularity  of  Katz 
Bagels  may  be  attributable  to  the  boil-and- 
bake  process  by  which  the  bagels  are  made. 
Most  other  bagels  are  merely  baked,  giving 
them  a very  uniform  and  mass  produced  ap- 
pearance and  in  some  cases  a certain  tough- 
ness to  the  chew.  The  Katz  boil-and-bake 
system  creates  individual  shaped  bagels  that 
have  a crunchy  exterior  and  soft  noshable  inte- 
rior, adding  just  the  right  textural  complement 
to  the  taste. 

The  Katz  Bagel  owner\  management  team 
is  made  up  of  25-year-old  Michael  Katz  of 
Lawrenceville,  New  Jersey,  who  got  the  idea 
for  Katz  Bagels  soon  after  coming  to  the  Bay 
Area  in  1990.  Many  people  get  ideas  for  busi- 
nesses and  go  to  graduate  school  to  get 
M.B.A.’s.  Katz,  however,  was  in  the  valet  park- 
ing business  when  he  acquired  his  SJ.B.M.; 
that  is,  he  ran  into  Yuki  Johnson,  self- 
described  Surrogate  Japanese  Bagel  Mother. 

Johnson,  originally  from  Kyoto,  has  lived  in 
the  Bay  Area  for  23  years,  during  which  time 
she  has  worked  at  nearly  every  kind  of 
enterprise,  from  fashion  design  to  importing 
and  exporting  seafood.  Johnson  lent  her  exper- 
tise and  experience  to  Katz’s  energy  and  en- 
thusiasm, and  the  two  of  them  began  looking 
for  a location.  Katz  says  he’s  always  enjoyed 
visiting  the  Mission  “ because  it’s  a facinating 
area  with  a strong  arts  commmunity.  It’s  an 
ideal  place  to  open  business;  the  neighborhood 
is  on  the  way  up.” 

Katz,  with  the  help  of  family  investments 
and  bank  loans,  began  the  laborious  process  of 
rehabilatating  3447  16th  St.,  former  site  of 
Chapalita  Market,  a five  month  job  involving 
new  walls,  flooring,  plumbing  and  wiring  that 
cost  $75,000.  Katz’sister  Tara  designed  the 
cozy  deli  area  in  front  that  shares  space  with 
the  12,000-bagel  a-day  capacity  bagel  works  in 
the  back.  A revolving  art  show  from  nearby 


Creativity  Explored  decorates  the  walls. 

Katz  Bagels  also  boasts  a complete  line  of 
deli  sandwiches,  as  well  as  espressos  and  lattes 
made  from  Spinelli’s  coffees. 


The  Nosh  Zone  is  now  complete. 

Katz  Bagels  is  located  at  3447  16th  St.  and 
is  open  Monday  through  Saturday  from  6am 
to  7pm  and  Sunday  from  7am  to  4pm. 


RAINBOW 

GROCERY 

I NCORPORAT  ED 

NEW  WORK  FROM 
WEST  COAST 
SCULPTORS 

1899  MISSION  ST.  (AT15TH) 
SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA  94103 

STORE  HOURS 
MON.- SAT.  9:00-8:30 
SUN.-  10:00  - 8:30 

BULK  NUT  BUTTERS.  HERBS  AND  GRAINS 
ORGANIC  FRUITS  AND  VEGETABLES 
VITAMINS.HOMEOPATHC  REMEDIES 
AND  MUCH,  MUCH  MORE! 


h/\tv  fJ\  i rccps  m v s pipits 

3101 29™  srptfcT  &I5)  281-9 155 

)<?at|  FRESH  P£U  * HOMEMADE  MWlEEASTBSN  Poops* 
■ Soy ^ RICE  MluM  i06VKC  * OHGAHiC  BDRR.ITOS,  * 
NgQE  0OE6BAS  > SANDWICHES  SALADS  * BOLkfocQS 

* FBESH  VtSEPAFtES  * 

0A6ANIC  SALSA  * LAA&ES&Ecr/oN 
OF  bUKifii ES-A  Fine  SP/AITS  -* 
AIRY  DC&Ai 


UNDERGROUND  DANCE  MUSIC 


511  VALENCIA  STREET  SAN  FRANCISCO  94110 

TEL  415.863.8570  FAX  415.863.8582 


DOMESTIC  + IMPORT  12' 


[ 


CASSETTES  + CD'S 


NEW 


techno,  acid,  ambiant,  and  hard  house 


CHEeSES  DJSPMyQ)  /a/  0 

ALL SANVMQjES 

CLdDE..  SCOUTS,  LEXTUCF  k 

K» 

Chebe.S'WPNiCH l 
2MEAT5iCH£ESE.435-o.^  k 


MNIEMEAMERYCAFE 


CMI5)  558*8033 


7flo  Valencia  si  3anfkamcisca.ca.^hiic 

AV)N.-yhuKs  ft-G  f ki  • :■* : ft  • ;; 
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STAT  STATION, 


TYPESETTING  NOW  AVAILABLE 

Offset  Photography 

...  STATS 

Metal  Plate  Quality 

PRINTING 

We  do  our  own  camera-work 
and  specialize  in  2-color  jobs 

539  VALENCIA  ST. 


626-6767 


Working  to  achieve  a more  literate  community  since  1983. 


Share  the  Dream 


Teach  Someone  to  Read 


(41 5)  557-4388 

PROJECT  READ 

San  Francisco  Public  Library’s  Adult  Literacy  Program 


Project  Read  Welcomes 
African  American  and  Latino 
Volunteer  T utors 


MAYAN  ART  SHOW 


Five  years  ago  Joseph  Johnson  traveled  to 
San  Pedro,  a small  city  nestled  in  the  moun- 
tains of  Guatemala,  where  he  came  upon  the 
unique  works  of  this  exceptionally  artistic  com- 
munity. Johnson  will  exhibit  pieces  of  his  per- 
sonal collection  of  this  artwork  at  the  Cafe 
Nidal,  in  the  Mission  District.  “I  have  long  had 
the  dream  of  having  an  exhibit  of  Tz’utujil 
Maya  art  in  the  Mission  District  of  San  Fran- 
cisco,” explains  Johnson,  “sharing  this  special 
aspect  of  Latin  culture  with  Latino  people  who 
live  here.”  The  exhibit  features  the  work  of 
Los  Hermanos  Gonzalez  Chavajay,  Marian 
and  Matias. 

Rafael  Gonzalez  y Gonzalez  was  the  first 
person  from  San  Pedro  La  Laguna  to  become 
a painter.  His  nephews,  Mariano  and  Matias, 
carried  on  the  tradition  and  together  with 
cousin,  Pedro  Raphael,  taught  nearly  all  of  the 
painters  in  San  Pedro.  This  year  Johnson  in- 
terviewed 26  of  the  40  Tz’utujil-Maya  artists 


who  live  in  the  two  neighboring  towns  and  is 
now  promoting  about  10  of  them. 

The  artists  of  San  Pedro  appear  to  adhere 
to  a similar  convention,  strongly  representative 
of  their  culture.  While  each  artist  has  his  own 
distinct  style,  delicate,  intricate  color  schemes 
and  patterns  prevail.  The  paintings  show  fes- 
tivals and  ceremonies,  as  well  as  simple  daily 
chores.  As  a collection,  the  works  can  be 
viewed  as  an  accurate  ethnography  of  highland 
Mayan  culture,  while  appealing  to  a modem 
aesthetic. 

The  cafe  Nidal  is  located  at  2491  Mission 
Street,  near  21st  Street.  Delicious  food  and 
beverages  are  served  during  business  hours, 
Monday  through  Saturday  from  7:00  a.m-6:00 
p.m.  There  will  be  a special  reception  on  Wed- 
nesday, August  4,  from  6:00p.m.-8:00p.m.  and 
the  exhibit  will  run  June  28-September  6, 1993. 

Nanci  Abrams 


YOUTH  ARTS  PROGRAM 


On  August  3 the  Latin  Cultural  Arts 
Youth  Program  will  begin  its  summer  session. 
Classes  will  be  held  at  Anastacia  Dance  Studio 
at  587  Shotwell  (at  20th),  in  the  Mission  Dis- 
trict. The  program  is  designed  for,  but  not 
limited  to,  Mission  youth  between  the  ages  of 
9 and  1 2 who  would  otherwise  be  on  their  own 
during  the  day. 

“Latch-key  kids,  or  kids  without  structured 
or  parental  guidance  during  the  day,  are  in  the 
majority  in  the  Mission  District,”  explains  Kitty 
Rivera,  founder  and  director  of  the  Latin  Cul- 
tural Arts  Program.  “Summer  can  be  an  espe- 
cially vulnerable  time  for  these  youth,  and  this 
program  helps  to  ease  some  of  the  temptation 
that  goes  along  with  the  boredom  of  long, 
unstructured  afternoons." 

Gang  activity  and  other  types  of  delin- 
quency have  been  increasing  among  youth  in 
the  Mission  District.  “The  Latin  Cultural  Arts 
Program  helps  to  redirect  aggressive  be- 
havior,” says  Rivera.  “They  know  that  they  are 
welcome  here.” 


The  program  is  designed  to  serve  the  cul- 
tural and  recreational  needs  of  youth  in  the 
Mission  District  by  providing  dance,  music  and 
martial  arts  workshops  with  professional  in- 
structors. Many  children  in  the  Mission  are 
born  to  immigrant  parents  and  lack  direct  cul- 
tural ties  to  their  heritage;  this  program  will 
allow  them  to  develope  new  skills  and  new 
cultural  identity.  The  program  will  conclude 
with  a final  production  which  will  allow  par- 
ticipants to  share  their  accomplishments  with 
family,  friends  and  the  broader  community. 

The  Latin  Cultural  Arts  Program  provides 
structured  daily  activity  in  an  exciting  and  com- 
fortable atmosphere.  Daily  classes  will  be  held 
1-3  p.m.,  August  2 to  September  3, 1993.  The 
program  is  funded  by  the  Mayor’s  office 
through  the  Children’s  fund  in  association  with 
Real  Alternative  Program,  Inc.,  (RAP.)  It  is 
free  and  open  to  all  Mission  youth.  For  more 
information  contact  Kitty  Rivera  at  Anastacia 
Dance  Studio  at  587  Shotwell  St.,  282-9031. 

Nanci  Abrams 


TEEN  CENTER  OPENS 


Several  Mission  district  organizations  have 
come  together  to  provide  young  people  with  a 
positive  alternative  to  gangs  and  violence. 

Started  by  a collaboration  of  five  agencies, 
it  was  originally  called  the  Multi-Service  Teen 
Center.  But,  reflecting  its  democratic  nature, 
it  was  renamed  by  the  teenagers  themselves:  It 
is  now  La  Casa  de  las  Jovenes. 

The  center,  serving  youth  from  ages  1 1 to 
17,  runs  workshops  in  the  evenings.  Subjects 
include:  cultural  awareness,  survival  skills,  sex 
education,  career  exploration  for  young 
women  and  self-esteem.  There  are  health 
screening  and  individual  counseling  services 
available,  as  well  as  recreation,  sports  leagues 


and  outdoor  activities. 

A summer  program  has  just  started,  with 
classes  in  everything  from  writing  a newsletter 
to  Afro-Brazilian  dance  and  gymnastics.  Stu- 
dents can  also  participate  in  painting  a mural 
or  learn  to  make  instruments. 

Classes  are  held  throughout  the  Rec  build- 
ing, with  most  workshops  in  the  meeting  room, 
dance  and  theatre  in  the  auditorium,  and 
sports  in  the  gym.  The  building  also  has  a 
kitchen,  a small  library,  and  other  facilities.  A 
latch  key  Program,  for  children  aged  six 
through  1 1,  is  also  there;  the  Rec  Center  thus 
effectively  serves  all  ages  of  youth. 

"The  unique  thing  is  that  it’s  free,"  says 


MlfTfC 
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Rene  Velasquez,  the  center’s  coordinator. 

Most  of  the  teens  who  come  in  are  Latino. 
“ 1 think  the  Mission  right  now  is  more  focused 
on  Latinos ...  we’d  like  to  bring  all  youth  [here]. 
This  is  a neutral  turf,”  says  Velasquez 

"Our  main  goal  is  to  take  them  off  the 
street,  dealing  with  the  anger  and  frustration 
the  youth  have." 

This  is  the  beginning  that  will  hopefully 
complement  the  efforts  of  all  the  agencies 
[against  youth  violence], 

"We  ask  them  [the  youth],  'What  would 
you  like  to  have  here?’  It  is  a process  of  con- 
sultation. Because  we  strongly  believe  that 
without  the  input,  it  would  not  fit  their  needs." 

This  consultation  started  with  the  naming 
of  the  center,  which  was  selected  by  a contest. 
Entries  were  drawn  from  schools,  and  the 
name  was  voted  in  at  an  open  house  on  June 
19. 

"It’s  not  set  in  stone  right  now ...  eventually 
what  everyone  would  like  to  see  is  to  have  it 


open  24  hours,  because  I think  the  youth  need 
that.  You  see  it’s  open  six  to  nine;  that’s  when 
they  really  need  it.  Saturday,  too.  We  have  a 
theater  program  ...  If  the  youth  have  a place 
where  they  can  be  themselves,  that  will  change 
the  community;  they  will  see  that  the  com- 
munity supports  them." 

The  lead  agency  for  La  Casa  is  the  Real 
Alternatives  Program.  The  other  participants 
include  the  Central  American  Refugee  Com- 
mittee (CRECE),  Horizons  Unlimited,  In- 
stitute Familiar  de  la  Raza,  and  YWCA 
Mission  Girls  Services,  as  well  as  the  Mission 
Recreation  Center  — the  physical  location  of 
the  center.  Partial  funding  was  provided  by  the 
Mayor’s  Office  of  Children,  Youth  and  their 
Families  (MOCYF). 

La  Casa  de  los  Jovenes  is  located  at  745 
Treat  Avenue.  If  you  would  like  more  infor- 
mation, call  821-0464. 

Lauren  Hirshson 


Dear  Editor, 

I was  working  at  the  WomenCrafts  West 
gallery  when  a writer  doing  a story  on  galleries 
in  the  Mission  came  in  to  arrange  an  interview 
with  the  owner.  But  as  he  looked  around  and 
noticed  the  strong  images  of  women,  some 
overtly  lesbian,  he  began  arguing  that  the 
“crafts”  displayed  were  not  really  “art”  and  left. 
The  article,  “Hangin’  in  the  Mission”,  ap- 
peared in  your  July  issue,  and  I see  one  of  the 
most  exciting  visual  arts  venues  in  the  Mission 
reduced  to  “limited  to  women.”  Believe  me, 
the  women  artists  represented  by  the  gallery 
don’t  feel  limited  in  the  slightest.  Maybe  you’d 
like  to  do  an  article  that  does  justice  to 
WomenCrafts  West  gallery,  which  is  celebrat- 
ing its  10th  anniversary  in  the  Mission  this 
year? 


so,  I apologize  for  that  misunderstanding. 

When  I spoke  to  Pell,  much  of  our  conver- 
sation concerned  ways  artists  could  submit. 
Since  much  of  that  information  repeated  that 
of  other  venues,  I put  what  applied  generally 
to  all  in  the  introduction  and  listed  only  what 
was  pertinent  to  the  particular  venue. 

I also  felt  it  was  not  appropriate  to  judge 
the  work  but  rather  what  distinguishes  the  sub- 
mission and  acceptance  for  exhibiting  policy. 

I should  add  that  venues,  like  galleries, 
whose  main  activity  was  "exhibitions”,  were 
treated  a bit  differently,  in  the  sense  that  I 
elaborated  a bit  more  on  the  nature,  vision, 
and  philosophy  of  the  particular  institution.) 

Again,  please  accept  my  sincere  apologies 
for  any  misunderstandings. 

Sincerely, 

Murray  Paskin 


Sincerely, 

Judy  Helfand 

MURRAY  PASKIN  RESPONDS 

Regarding  your  objections  to  Woman’s 
Crafts  West  listing  published  in  the  Mission 
Art  Venues  listing  of  the  July  issue  of  New 
Mission  News,  in  addition  to  your  feeling,  in  a 
discussion,  that  I characterized  the  craft  work 
as  not  art,  I feel  there’s  been  a misunderstand- 
ing. First  of  all,  I’ve  always  admired  the  un- 
usually high  quality  of  the  work,  and  the  level 
of  taste  consistently  maintained  over  the  years. 
However,  for  the  purpose  of  the  listing,  I made 
a distinction  between  work  on  “exhibition”,  as 
in  a gallery,  museum,  or  cafe,  and  work  that  a 
store  would  “display"  for  purposes  of  sale. 
From  our  conversation,  I though  the  distinc- 
tion I was  making  was  clear.  As  I recall,  you 
mentioned  that  an  area  was  set  aside  for  “ex- 
hibitions", as  I was  defining  the  word.  I cer- 
tainly didn’t  mean  to  imply  that  one  had  more 
value. 

The  information  I finally  received  which 
went  into  the  listing  was  from  Pell,  the  owner. 
I"m  not  sure  I quoted  to  her  the  exact  phrase 
used  in  the  listing,  but  I was  very  clear  that  the 
listing  would  indicate  that  only  work  created  by 
women  would  be  exhibited.  She  specifically 
said  that  was  correct. 

Your  letter  seems  to  refer  to  the  phrase 
“limited  to  women”  as  somehow  meaning  the 
work  itself  has  limitations.  Perhaps,  by  itself, 
some  may  attribute  that  sense  to  it.  If  that  is 


Dear  Editor, 

The  16th  and  Mission  Community  Public 
Safety  mini  Task  Force  notes  that  Board  of 
Supervisors  President,  Angela  Alioto  ahs 
called  for  legislation  that  would  require  posting 
signs  in  public  buildings  to  notify  people  that  it 
is  a felony  to  carry  guns  into  the  premises.  The 
focus  in  on  public  buildings,  such  as  City  Hally, 
but  Alioto  said  that  the  postings  might  extend 
to  privately  owned  buildings  as  well. 

This  appears  to  be  in  response  to  the 
recent  incident  at  101  California  Street,  where 
a gunman  entered  the  building  and  went  on  a 
shooting  spree.  As  great  a tragedy  as  this  event 
was,  it  by  no  means  reaches  the  proportions  of 
the  havoc  created  by  armed  men,  women  and 
children  in  the  Mission  every  day. 

Kids  fear  being  on  the  streets  in  the 
“wrong"  neighborhood,  or  wearing  the 
“wrong”  clothes;  families  fear  having  their 
homes  invaded  by  members  of  organized 
gangs,  yet  until  the  problem  moved  Downtown 
there  was  little  outrage  over  armed  citizens 
shooting  innocent  people.  The  voices  of  con- 
cerned people  in  the  Mission  have  gone  un- 
heard and  unrecognized.  Are  Mission  lives 
worth  any  less  than  Downtown  lives?  What 
about  the  deaths  of  more  than  two  dozen 
youths  in  the  Mission  last  year? 

Ethel  Newlin 

16th  and  Mission  Community  Public 
Safety  Mini  Task  Force 


T 


he  San  Francisco  Neighborhood  Newspaper 
Association  offers  you  the  opportunity  to 
target  the  market  of  your  choice. 

With  one  phone  call. 


• New  Bernal  Journal 

• Marina  Times 

• New  Fillmore 

• New  Mission  News 

• Sunset  Beacon 


• El  Tecolote 

• New  Bayview 

• North  Beach  NOW 

• Richmond  Review 

• Tenderloin  Times 


• West  of  Twin  Peaks  Observer 

185,000  COMBINED  CIRCULATION 


Call  Victor  Miller  at  (41 51 695-8702  for  more  details. 


s 

COFFEE  HOUSE 


From  the  people  who  brought  you  Muddy  Waters,  the  Mission’s  best 
coffee  (also  the  strongest). 

• Pastries  • Bagels 

• Quiche  • Biscotti 

ALL  FRESH  DAILY 

• Soy  Drinks 

• All  Special  Coffees  are  DOUBLES 


1304  Valencia  (@24th) 

Mon-Fri  6:30am-llpm  Sat-Sun  7:30am-Ilpm 

647-7994 


GRAND  OPENING  IMPORTED  DESIGNER  FABRICS 

“I  SAW  ELVIS 
HANGING  OUT  AT...” 

SAIFI  A 
FABRIC,  INC.  M 

2093  MISSION  PHONE:  864-3624 

20  TO  30%  OFF  10%  MORE  WITH  THIS  AD 


£Sfeft?e,(tro 

£ RESTAURANT 


% 


dmonj  Hie  foo,  Hie  onltj  dljtl|CTt(/  C r^fdurdat/ 

open  HonJdjj  ihrv  Sitvr^y 


3292  -22nd  Street 

esouina  Valencia 

282-8867 


LUNCH 
11  - 3:30  pm 

DINNER 
5—11  pm 
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by  Jacqueline  Elizabeth  Letalien 

Bill  Clinton,  for  all  his  good  intentions,  has 
run  into  a major  snag  called  the  military:  a 
bastion  of  patriarchal  codes  of  honor.  Eisen- 
hower, a general  himself,  warned  of  the 
dangers  of  the  military  industrial  complex. 
The  military  protects  the  lies  inherent  in 
patriarchal  nation  states,  which  are  an  unholy 
union  of  governments  and  corporations. 
Adrienne  Rich,  in  Women  and  Honor:  Some 
Notes  on  Lying,  cautions  us  about  the  lineage 
of  lying:  “Male  honor  having  something  to  do 
with  killing:  ’I  could  not  love  thee,  Dear,  so 
much/  Lov'd  I not  Honour  more.’  Women's 
honor,  something  altogether  else.  Men  have 
been  expected  to  tell  the  truth  about  facts,  not 
about  feelings.  Yet  even  about  facts  they  have 
continually  lied." 

lor  instance,  there's  the  issue  of  gays  in  the 
military.  The  present  acceptable  collaboration 
from  the  unholy  alliance  is,  “don’t  ask,  don’t 
tell,  don’t  show.”  Each  “don’t"  demands  a lie 
that  isn't  even  a sly  one.  This  lie  demands 
sadomasochistic  complicity  from  the  victims. 
There  are  many  of  us  gays  and  lesbians  who’ve 
lied  about  our  feelings  on  this  issue  with  our 
silence.  Even  given  that  I’m  a lesbian  who  was 
brought  out,  “recruited"  by  lesbians  in  the 
Navy,  it  isn't  okay  with  me  that  the  military 
exists.  The  entire  military  industrial  nation 
state  complex  must  be  entirely  abolished 
around  the  world.  If  I support  the  notion  of 
gays  being  out  in  the  military,  I’m  also  support- 
ing the  notion  that  killing  sanctioned  by  the 
state  is  permissible:  for  me  it  is  not.  It’s  also 
not  okay  with  me  that  the  government  is  willing 
to  say  it’s  okay  for  us  to  die  for  the  nation 
before  it’s  okay  for  us  to  live  in  the  nation  with 


the  full  rights  supposedly  inherent  in  citizen- 
ship. 

There’s  another  example  of  both  the  false- 
hood and  complicitous  relationship  within  this 
killing  complex.  It’s  claimed  that  U.S.  troops 
are  in  Somalia  for  humanitarian  reasons. 
What  happened  to  all  the  women  and  children 
who  have  died  of  starvation?  Never  mind  that 
the  response  was  a bit  slow  so  that  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  Somalis  died  waiting  for  the 
propaganda  to  materialize.  Sending  troops  for 
humanitarian  reasons  is  the  lie  that  covers  the 
true  purpose  of  military  presence:  to  protect 
the  industrial  corporations’  oil  interests  there. 
No  military  action  has  ever  had  anything  to  do 
with  humanitarian  interests,  particularly  when 
one  considers  what  happens  to  the  soldiers 
who  fight  the  wars.  Something  so  inhumane 
can  never  recover  to  exemplify 
humanitariamsm. 

Another  instance  is  the  war  in  Bosnia.  It’s 
often  said  U.S.  soldiers  defend  democracy.  In 
Bosnia,  before  the  nation  states  of  Serbia  and 
Croatia  started  their  nasty  idea  of 
humanitarian  efforts  for  "ethnic  minorities”, 
Bosnia  was  a true,  shining  example  of  multi- 
ethnic democratic  peace  and  cohabitation. 
Jews  were  doing  cooperative  business  with 
Muslims;  Croats,  Bosnians,  Serbs  spoke  with 
each  other  in  a camaraderie  from  which  the 
world  could  have  learned  harmony.  Here’s  a 
purely  democratic,  humanitarian  cause  and 
where  are  the  world  warriors  to  defend  these 
principles?  No  where  in  sight,  because  there 
are  no  oil  pools  waiting  to  be  exploited.  The 
lesson  here  is  that  exploitation  is  the  true 
operative  ethic  in  the  military  industrial  com- 
plex. All  the  women  and  children  of  Bosnia, 
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3362 -24th  St.  • S.F.  • (415)824-4418 
OFFICE  HOURS: 

Mon-Fri  9:30  am -5:30  pm  • Sat  10:30  am -2:30  pm 


Seroia  and  Croatia  are  being  exploited,  raped 
and  killed.  That  is  a desperate  display  by  men 
who  have  nothing  to  offer  to  the  military  in- 
dustrial complex  except  death,  which  is  useful 
enough. 


the  fragments  were  buried  deep  in  the  desert. 
In  that  matriarchal  world  it  was  true  that  a 
woman’s  life  is  a precious  natural  resource. 
That  principle  is  exemplified  by  matriarchal 
goddesses. 


Revealed  here  is  the  deeper  truth  buried 
by  layers  and  layers  of  lies.  There  are  wars 
going  on  right  now  everywhere  in  the  world. 
Oil  is  the  spoils  of  war,  and  what  gets  spoiled 
by  war,  what  is  targeted  by  war,  are  women  — 
or  when  including  gays,  the  feminine.  In  any 
war  the  largest  numbers  of  collateral  damage 
are  women.  The  purpose  of  every  purge  and 
war  has  been  to  destroy  the  feminine,  the 
spiritual.  In  Iraq  this  is  especially  true,  since 
that  country  is  the  spiritual  center  of  the 
matriarchy.  It’s  there  that  any  evidence  not 
already  destroyed  remains  to  show  the 
matriarchal  origins  of  world  civilization.  The 
U.S.  just  bombed  the  hell  out  of  it.  Let  us  hope 


Clinton  may  believe  he’s  constructing  com- 
promises; he's  lying  to  himself.  He’s  actually 
making  a pact  with  the  patriarchal  militaristic 
death-cult  devil  to  destroy  the  feminine. 
Where  is  Hillary’s  voice?  Perhaps  soon  to  be 
buried  under  the  rubble. 


HOW  LOCAL  COFFEES  STACK  UP: 

HAS  BEANS  (51  points);  “different  thon  the  rest,  complexity  in 
nose  and  finish,  solid  coffee,  fuller  than  some  others,  tasty’' 


•Rated  12  in  SF  Chromcl*  FOOD  S*chon  » ‘COFFEE  CULTURE’ 
la  lie  test  out  ol  12  local  coKaa  rooster*  March  1 993 


ONE  DOLLAR  OFF 

Purchase  any  pound  of  coffee  with  this  coupon. 


2411  Cotiformo 
1038  Valenoo 


LITERATURE  & POLITICS 
CULTURE  & COMMUNITY 

BOOKS  IN  ENGLISH  & SPANISH 

We  feature  a superb  collection  of 
international  & multicultural  fiction 
888  Valencia  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94110 

(415)  282-9246 


* 

* 


□□□□□□□□□□□□a 

OLDER-OUT  OF  PRINT-SCHOLARLY 

VALENCIA  BOOKS 
USED  & RARE 

524  Valencia  SF  CA  94110 
One  Block  From  16th  St.  BAR'S 
Bought  & Sold 

S63-6B29 

Open  Every  Day  Till’  10  P.M. 

□□□□□□□□□□□□□ 


* 
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THE 
ACUPUNCTURE 
FILE 

Veterinary 
Acupuncture 


by  Sally  McMullen,  L.Ac.,  D.N.B.A.O. 


When  Western  medicine  doesn’t  help,  you 
may  try  alternatives.  However,  you  may  be 
reluctant  to  try  acupuncture.  Does  it  really 
work?  It  is  foreign  to  you.  If  it  does  work,  you 
reason,  maybe  it  will  only  work  on  Asian 
people. 

Even  worse,  your  regular  medical  doctor, 
who  doesn't  understand  or  has  never  tried  acu- 
puncture himself,  may  suggest  that  acupunc- 
ture has  a placebo  effect  only,  or  that  the 
results  are  temporary.  You  have  become 
skeptical  that  anything  will  help  because 
Western  medicine  hasn’t  worked.  You  stoi- 
cally resist  trying  acupuncture,  even  if  you  are 
in  pain.  This  article  is  directed  to  you. 

I don't  blame  you  for  being  skeptical  about 
various  medical  claims.  It’s  your  body.  You 
need  to  understand  the  different  kinds  of  treat- 
ment that  you  receive.  The  more  you  under- 
stand about  various  kinds  of  medicine,  the 
more  control  you  will  have  over  your  body,  and 
the  less  likely  you  will  be  taken  advantage  of. 
(“Let  the  buyer  beware”.)  I apply  this  maxim 
to  almost  everything  I undertake,  including 
automobile  maintenance.  Good  doctors,  like 


good  mechanics,  appreciate  it  when  you  take 
an  active  interest  in  their  work  and  can  ask 
intelligent  questions. 

So,  I have  a couple  of  questions  for  you! 
(All  of  you  non-believers)  Does  acupuncture 
work  on  animals?  If  it  works  on  animals,  is  it 
“all  in  their  heads"?  If  it  works  on  animals,  it 
works.  Right?  Animals  can’t  get  "psyched" 
into  losing  a limp.  Either  they  are  limping  or 
not.  Right? 

Several  years  ago  a local  TV  show,  Evening 
Magazine,  had  a segment  on  “acupuncture  for 
animals".  I remember  the  joy  on  the  face  of  a 
woman  whose  horse  stopped  limping  after 
acupuncture  treatments.  The  horse  had  been 
afflicted  with  a limp  for  some  time,  and  the 
owner  thought  she  would  never  be  able  to  ride 
her  horse  again  At  the  end  of  the  program, 
the  woman,  all  smiles,  rode  off  on  her  horse. 

This  is  not  an  isolated  case  of  an  animal 
being  “cured"  with  acupuncture.  In  the  book, 
Plain  Talk  About  Acupuncture,  by  Ellinor 
Mitchell,  there  is  a chapter  on  “Veterinary 
Acupuncture."  To  summarize  one  case,  an 


8-year-old  dog  seriously  injured  her  back  after 
a vigorous  game  of  tug-of-war.  First,  the  dog, 
Lucy,  was  given  Western  pain  medication. 
Lucy  became  more  active,  but  only  if  she  stayed 
on  the  medication. 

Because  Lucy’s  owner  had  tried  acupunc- 
ture successfully  to  stop  smoking,  he  decided 
to  try  it  for  his  dog.  Lucy  improved  visibly  after 
her  first  and  second  acupuncture  treatments. 
After  treatment  three  she  seemed  to  regress 
slightly.  However,  after  the  following  treat- 
ments, she  showed  steady  improvement  again. 
(This  is  a common  pattern  for  humans  also.) 
Eight  treatments  were  all  she  needed. 

Once  Lucy  started  acupuncture,  she  did 
not  have  to  lake  Darn  medication. 


Animals  have  been  successfully  treated  for 
arthritis,  calcium  deposits,  dermatitis,  leg  pa- 
ralysis, all  kinds  ol  pain,  and  infertility— to 
name  a few  conditions.  'I hey  have  also  been 
known  to  take  Chinese  herbs. 

Because  I have  taken  Chinese  herbs  for 
arthritis,  and  the  herbs  worked  wonders  for 
me,  I convinced  a colleague  to  give  his  dog  the 
same  arthritis  herbs  that  I had  taken.  His  dog 
had  remarkable  improvement  in  a short  time! 

What  can  I say?  Acupuncture  and  Cfiinesc 
herbs  work!  Even  for  horses,  dogs  and  cats. 
Why  not  you? 

For  more  information,  call  Sally  Mc- 
Mullen, Lie.  Acupuncturist,  Industrial  Dis- 
ability Evaluator,  at  (415  ) 550-7732. 


GENERAL 

PROBLEMS  AT  WORK? 

Conner  the 

INDUSTRIAL  WORKERS  of  the  WORLD 

Jr  rellVL  • 

a member-run  labor  union 

109b  Market  St . Suite  704  tel  |4F5|  863-WOBS 

San  Francisco.  C A 94103  tax  |4  1 S)  626-268S 

ryy jlPlPl  IfT 

The  Wobblies  . . . Low  Ouei,  Real  Democracy.  No  Bureaucrats 

Turn  Your  Kitchen  Scraps  Into  Rich,  Fertile  Soil. . . 


. with  the  help  of  some  Wiggly  Friends) 


e V I C<2 

(415)  648-YAHO 


You  are  Welcome  at  Mission  Dental  Building  for 
all  Phases  of  Dentistry  • 2440  Mission  St.  285-9900 

] Peter  Rengstorff,  D.D.S.  Robert  C.  Ceniceros,  D.D.S. 
Ramona  L.  Lauron,  R.D.H.  Bryan  Arant,  D.D.S. 

OPEN  MON-SAT  9-5 


* 


BICYCLES  BY 

SPECIALIZED 


SCHWINN 


TG»RR<? 


and  LOTS  MORE 

Huge  Selection  of  Parts,  Accessories  & Clothing 
EXPERT  & FAST  REPAIRS 
ALL  MAKES  & MODELS 

VALENCIA  CYCIERY HOURS  1 6mon  841 

1077  Valencia  (Between  21st  & 22nd)  550-6600 


10-4  SUNDAY 


Mission  District 
Home  Owners 
Do  you  need: 

* A new  roof 

* Sewer  repairs 

* New  rear  stairs 

* Electrical  repairs 

* Hot  Water 

* To  correct  a Code  Violation 

If  you  own  and  occupy  your  own  home  and 
your  income  fall  within  certain  guidelines 
you  may  qualify  for  a City  sponsored  CERF 
loan. 

( Example : a family  of  four  may  make  up  to 
$39,920  per  year). 

How  i he  Loan  program  works:  The  maximum  amount 
of  the  loan  is  S7.500  and  the  minimum  is  S250.  The 
Loans  arc  interest-free,  deferred  payment.secured 
by  a deed  of  trust  benefiting  the  City,  and  due  and 
payable  upon  sate  or  transfer  of  the  title  to  the 
property  or  termination  of  the  owner’s  occupancy 
You  may  be  required  to  provide  information  to  the 
City  to  substantiate  that  the  property  remains  owner 
occupied  and  is  not  being  used  as  a rental 

For  more  information  call:  Lucy  Pineda  at 
Mission  Housing  Development  @ 

(415)  864-6432.  ~ 


The  Adobe  Anthology 

Selections... 

“He  noticed,  as  he  walked  on,  the  children,  some  naked  and  some  in  shorts,  running 
in  different  directions,  playing  the  rain  games.”  Moazzam  Shiekh 

“I  like  the  idea  that  bikers  are  secretly  reveling  in  something  only 
named  by  French  feminist  theorists,  though  it’s  a form  of  decentered 
desexualized  erotic  practice  spiced  up  with  will-to-power  and  flirtation 
with  death.”  Rebecca  Solnit 

“I  shifted,  turning  slighlty  away  from  him.  I had  to  suppress  a 
chuckle,  being  presented  with  such  a small  town  scenario:  a parked  car,  an  older 
lomosexual  who  gets  boys  drunk,  inhabitants  of  the  night 

and  their  seedy  rituals.  The  casting  was  less  than  flattering.”  ^ \ \ 

D-L  Alvarez 

Available  at  The  Adobe  Bookshop 
and  other  fine  bookstores  throughout  the  City. 


47S  Valencia  St..  San  Francisco.  CH  94103 
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Club  Malibu 

3395  Mission  St.,  San  Francisco,  California  • (415)  821-7395 


PROUDLY  PRESENTS 


Sa(sa9\[i£fit 

EVERY  WEDNESDAY 


SALSA  CLASSES 
SALSA  CONTESTS 

Dancing  with  the  CONJUNTO  CANf 


FRIDAY,  SATURDAY  AND  SUNDAY 

Dancing  with  the  Bobby  lechuga  Orchcestra 


Dancing  with  the  Bobby  Lechuga  Orchestra 
DJ  Music  with  Mr.  Fresh 


Wednesday,  August  4 


Friday,  August  13 


It’s  the  Kopp!  - State  Senator  Quentin 
Kopp  will  attend  the  monthly  meeting  of  the 
Inner  Mission  Neighbors  to  answer  questions 
and  tell  people  a thing  or  two.  Horace  Mann 
School  23rd  and  Bartlett  7:00  p.m.  Free 

Tz'utujil  - Maya  Art  • Manano  and  Matias 
Gonzalez  Chavajay,  two  Maya  Indian  brothers 
who  have  painted  for  20  years  will  exhibit  their 
work  depicting  the  daily  life  and  religious 
rituals  of  Mayan  culture.  Opening  reception. 
Cafe  Nidal  2491  Mission  St.  6:00  p.m.  Free. 
Exhibit  hangs  through  September. 

Thursday,  August  S 

Mother  of  the  Editor-in-Chief  celebrates 
her  birthday. 

Friday,  August  6 

Czech  It  Out  - By  demand  - the  return  of 
Czech  animator  Michaela  Pavlatova’s  work  in- 
cluding the  Pied  Piper  and  Uncle  and  Aunts. 
ATA  992  Valencia  St.  8:30  p.m.  $3-5  Call  824- 
3890 

Dropping  Dachshund  Reception  - The 
mysterious  Moira  makes  a rare  public  ap- 
pearance at  a reception  for  her  paintings.  Fall- 
ing Dog  Cafe  3591  20th  St.  6:00  - 8:00  p.m. 
Free 


Saturday,  August  7 

Red  Diaper  Baby  Redux  • Josh  Kornbluth 
San  Francisco’s  hilarious  master  of  monology 
continues  his  work-in-progress  about  the  trials 
and  tribulations  of  college  and  calculus.  The 
Marsh  1062  Valencia  St.  10:30  p.m.  $7  Call 
641-0235  Additional  performances  on 
August  14,  21,  and  28  at  10:30  p.m. 


Sunday,  August  8 

Custers  Last  Stand  at  Least  for  August  - 
Jazz  session  with  Beth  Custer  on  clarinet  ac- 
companied by  Will  Bernard  on  guitar.  Radio 
Valencia  1 199  Valencia  St.  8:30  p.m.  $5  cover 
Call  836-1199 


Socket  To  Me  - 20-minute  black  and  white 
film  about  a man  attempting  to  fill  his  empty 
eye  socket.  Other  less  disturbing  and  maybe 
some  more  disturbing  shorts  in  super-8,  16 
mm  and  video.  ATA  992  Valencia  St.  8 p.m. 
and  9:45  p.m.  $3-5.  Call  824-3890 


Saturday,  August  14 

Jurrasic  Lark  - Help  make  a GIANT 
dinosaur  and  its  prehistoric  world.  Open  to  all 
ages.  SF  Public  Library,  Mission  Branch3359 
24th  St.  3:30  p.m.  Free.  Call  695-5090 


Sunday,  August  15 

Adios  Isiais  - Artist  and  teacher  Isiais 
Mata,  a formeost  exponent  of  social  realism  is 
having  a farewell  exhibition  of  his  work  before 
leaving  the  Bay  Area  to  return  to  his  native  El 
Salvador.  Mata  was  awarded  a California  Arts 
Council  grant  that  allowed  him  residency  at  La 
Raza  Graphic.  His  most  recnt  mural  is  at  St. 
Peter’s  Church  on  24th  St.  Mission  Cultural 
Center  2868  Mission  St.  Gallery  hours  Wed- 
Fri.  10-6  Exhibit  Up  From  August  1st 

Monday,  August  16 

Another  Martian  Monday  - Live  stuff  by 
fresh  and  not-so-fresh  performers,  including 
“The  Dyke  and  the  Pom  Star”  by  Bayla  Travis. 
The  Marsh  1062  Valencia  St.,  8:30  p.m.  $6 

Wednesday,  August  18 

Burma:  Land  of  Fear  - Political  sym- 
posium about  the  current  situation  in  Burma 
including  information  on  human  rights  abuses, 
environmental  destruction  and  the  oppressive 
military  junta.  Guest  speakers  Jeanne  Hallacy, 
Faith  Doherety  and  Edith  Mirante.  New  Col- 
lege of  California  777  Valencia  St.  7:30  p.m.  $5 
donation.  Call  285-7715.  Benefit  for  the 
Burma  Relief  Center. 

Macho  Slut  Numero  Uno  - Best  selling 
erotic  writer  Pat  Califia  reads  from  her  new 
short  story  collection.  Good  Vibrations  1210 
Valencia  St.  8:00  - 10:00  p.m.  Free.  Call  974- 
8980 


3036  - 16th  Street  (Betwn.  Mission  & Valencia) 
OPEN  7 DAYS  A WEEK  10:30  AM  - 8:30  PM 
Free  Delivery  Hours  • 1:00  am  - 8:00  pm 
864-1748 

minimum  order  $10.00 


Net  Prophet  - Howard  Frederick,  author 
of  Global  Communications  & International 
Relations  and  Michael  Stein,  co-author  of 
Travel  Tales  from  the  Electronic  Frontier  will 
discuss  online  activism.  Modern  Times 
Bookstore  888  Valencia  St.  7:30  p.m.  $3-5 
sliding  scale. 


Thursday,  August  19 

Cross  Caressing  - Reception  for  con- 
tributors to  Sister/Stranger:  Lesbians  Loving 
Across  Lines,  a compilation  of  poems,  stories 
and  essays  by  35  lesbians  edited  by  Jan  Hardy. 
Old  Wives  Tales  1009  Valencia  St.  8:00  p.m. 
$3-10  sliding  scale.  Call  8214676 


Chicken  • Ribs  • Beef 
Turkey  • Ham  • Spaghetti 
LUNCH  • DINNER 
Sandwiches  • Desserts 


All  the  Pleasures  of  Family  Dining! 


RIB  EYE  STEAK  • SALMON  STEAK 
NEW  YORK  STEAK 

Submarine  Steak  Sandwich  & Fries 


Monday,  August  9 

Martian  Monday  - Performance  pieces  by 
seasoned  and  raw  performers,  including 
“Things  That  Came  Up"  by  Mick  Diener  and 
Ruven  Hannah  at  The  Marsh  1062  Valencia 
St.,  8:30  p.m.  $6,641-0235 

Tuesday,  August  10 

Stay  home  and  read  a book 

Wednesday,  August  11 

Make  a Fool  of  Yourself  - Make  A Circus 
presents  a three  part  event  starting  with  the 
Company  Show,  The  Pluribus  Tree,  Circus 
Skills  Workshop  and  the  grand  finale  of  a 
Community  Circus  Show.  Dolores  Park  18th 
and  Dolores  12:30  p.m.  Free. 

Thursday,  August  12 

Festival  Latino  of  New  Plays  - The  Bay 
Area’s  First  New  Works  for  Latino  plays, 
selected  from  a nationwide  search  of  fresh 
talent. 

Professionally  produced  workshop 
productions  offer  a peek  at  what’s  to  come. 
Mission  Cultural  Center  2868  Mission  St.  8:30 
p.m.  $5 

Performances  August  12-15  and  19-21 


Black  Voices  and  Visions  - Cheryl  Fabio- 
Bradford,  former  director  of  the  Black 
Filmmakers  Hall  of  Fame,  guest  curates  this 
collection  of  films  and  video  by  local  African 
American  media-makers.  ATA  992  Valencia 
St.  8:30  p.m.  $3-7  Call  824-3890 


Friday,  August  20 

High  On  Life  - Video  Sci  Fi  flick  about 
fetuses,  gestational  surrocracy  and  the  whold 
infertility  merry  go  round  by  Kathy  High. 

ATA  992  Valencia  St.  8:30  p.m.  $5  Call 
824-3890 


Saturday,  August  21 

Hard  Folk  For  Hard  Times  - Yank 
Hawlin’  plays  it  and  you  can  listen  to  it  FREE 
at  the  Falling  Dog  Cafe.  3591  20th  St.  8:30 
p.m. 


Sunday,  August  22 

Five  Clarinets  (And  Hopefully  People  to 
Play  Them)  - Clarinet  Thing  performs  live  jazz. 
Radio  Valencia  1 199  Valencia  St.  8:30  p.m.  $5 
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Memorial  for  Tede  Matthews  - Tedc  Mat- 
thews, long  time  collective  member  of  Modern 
Times  Bookstore.  Participants  include:  Opal 
Palmer  Adisa,  Tom  Ammiano,  Blackberri, 
Wayne  Corbett,  Devora  Majors  and  Leslie 

Simon.  Modern  Times  Bookstore  888  Valen- 
cia St.  7:30  p.m. 

Monday,  August  23 

A Journey  of  One’s  Own  - Thalia  Zepatos 
reads  from  her  new  book  that  opens;  “If  you  ve 
been  waiting  to  find  the  right  person  to  go 
along  on  your  trip,  look  in  the  mirror". 
Modern  Times  Bookstore  8 88  Valencia  St. 
7:30  p.m.  Free 


Tuesday,  August  24 

The  Rights  StufT  - Join  Radical  Women  in 
celebrating  the  73rd  anniversary  of  women 
winning  the  right  to  vote  and  chow  down  on  a 
gourmet  picnic  dinner.  Valencia  Hall  523-A 
Valencia  St.  6:45  p.m.  S5  donation  Call  864- 
1278 


brightest  female  comics  in  the  Bay  Area.  Dog 
Eared  Books  1 173  Valencia  St.  8:00  p.m.  $3 


Friday,  August  27 

You’re  Never  Too  Old  to  Tango  - 
Argentina’s  most  beloved  dance  as  interpreted 
by  this  popular  tango  dance  group.  For  Senior 
Citizens.  Mission  Cultural  Center  2868  Mis- 
sion St.  8:30  p.m.  $10 

Additional  performances  on  Aug.  28th  at 
8:30  p.m.  and  Aug.  29  at  4:00  p.m. 

Saturday,  August  28 

Liars  Club  - Read  your  BIGGEST  whop- 
per to  other  prevaricators  Falling  Dog  Cafe 
3591  20th  St.  8:30  - 10:30  p.m.  Free 

Children’s  Story  Hour  - Multicultural 
folk  tales  and  legends  read  by  storyteller 
Elizabeth  Summers.  Children  of  all  ages  wel- 
come. Modern  Times  Books  888  Valencia  St. 
3:00  p.m.  Donation  $1 


Wednesday,  August  25 

A Mission  B Movie  - Artist/beekeeper 
Mark  Thompson  gives  a stinging  exploration 
of  the  Mission  from  the  perspective  of  a 
honeybee.  Exploratorium,  McBean  Theater 
3601  Lyon  St.  7:30  p.m.  Free  with  museum 
admission.  Call  563-7337 


Thursday,  August  26 

Mai^inally  Accessible  T.V.  - ATA  con- 
tinues its  monthly  screening  of  programs  from 
Viacom’s  (marginally)  public  access  Channel 
51.  Pieces  screened  include  Are  We  On?  and 
Fog  Town  Network.  ATA  992  Valencia  St. 
8:30  p.m.  Free.  Call  824-3890 

No  Doggerel,  Please  - Caffe  Wuf  Wuf  with 
Delta  O’Hare,  comedienne,  and  976-sexpert 
and  other  adult  entertainment  from  the 


HIGH  BLOOD 
PRESSURE? 

• Call: 

(415)626-1464  for 

information  regard- 
ing paid  clinical  re- 
search study. 


Sunday,  August  29 

Last  Day  to  Look  Up  SKIRTS  - sketch 
comedy  performed  by  all-female  comedy 
team.  The  Marsh  1062  Valencia  St.  8:30  p.m. 
$7-8.  Call  282-0624 

Monday,  August  30 

Jerks  for  Jordan  - Annual  loin  cloth  and 
Wendy  look-a-like  contest.  Couples  only. 
Cafe  Picaro  6:30  p.m  Ask  for  Mario. 


★ 

4c 

4c 

4c 

4c 

4c 

4c 

4c 

4c 

4c 

4c 


^NZAN/fy 


USED  BOOKS 

AND  RECORDS 

BUY  OR  TRADE 


“We  are  all  in  the 
gutter,  but  some  of 
us  are  looking  at 
the  stars.'' 


Hours:  Noon  lo  9 pm  Daily 


3686  20lh  Street  (»l  Guerrero) 
San  Francisco,  CA  648-0957 


4c 

4c 

4c 

4c 

4c 

4c 

4c 

4c 

4c 

4c 

4c 

4c 

4c 

4c 

4c 


Wednesday,  August  11 

9am  to  8pm  | 


30 1 Off  Al  Clothing 

f Including:  Shoes,  Belts,  Ties,  Scarves,  & Hats  1 


■ Two  truckloads  of  fresh  merchandise  daily 

■ 2000  fresh  items  stocked  daily  % 

■ 1000  feet  of  great  clothing  starting  at  95  C d 

■ Baby  clothes  starting  at  65  ? 

■ Furniture,  toys,  TV’s,  electrical  items,  kitchenware, 
collectibles,  shoes,  dishes,  beddding  and  more 

■ Jewelry,  accessories,  books 

■ 100  different  pair  of  shoes  added  daily 

■ Dressing  rooms  provided 

■ Bright  dean,  organized  store 

■ Like  a garage  sale  every  day  of  the  week! 


square  leel  of  furniture  up  in  our  mezzanine 


t 


5nce  1973  - the  ”BKj  ONE"  in  the  NORTH  M155IOM 
in  the  lancfrnark  Redich  Buildhg 

Hours 

9AM  to  8PM  - Mon.  - FrL 
9AM  to  6PM  - 5at. 


2101  Mission  Street 
comer  of  17th  Street 


861-1132 


* i*r\rt  iu  urn  * jol 

11AM  to  6PM  - Sun. 


4 second  hand  department  store  with  quality  clothing  for  men.  women  and  kids 
Open  seven  days  a week  with  easy  access  to  BART  & MUNI 


MAELSTROM 

BOOKS 


USED  BOOKS -SEARCH  SERVICE 

New  Books  Daily 
Reasonable  Prices 


5 72  Valencia  St. 
between  16th  &.  17th  Sts. 
SAN  FRANCISCO 
863-9933 


OUR  HOURS: 
Noon  - 7 

Seven  davs  a week 


s 

are 

cheap! 

at  The  Abandoned  Planet 

Bookstore 

518  Valencia  near  16th 


20%  Off 

During  August 
with  this  ad 


Used  Literature,  Art,  etc. 
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ROUND  WORLD 
MUSIC  REVIEW 


by  Robert  Leaver 


D 1 B L O - D 

1 B A L A 

LE  GROUPE 

MATCHATCHA 

O K . 1 

/ 

MADAME 

Diblo  Dibala:  African  Guitar  Hero 

In  the  eighties,  soukous  music  emerged  as 
the  dominant  African  dance  music  in  Central, 
West  and  East  Africa,  as  well  as  in  Europe. 
Kinshasa,  the  capital  of  Zaire,  was  the 
birthplace  of  soukous.  In  the  sixties,  the  music 
was  called  rumba-lingala,  lingala  being  the  “lin- 
gua franca”  of  the  Congo  River  basin.  Heavily 
influenced  by  Cuban  music  and  West  African 
highlife,  artists  such  as  Grand  Kallc,  Franco, 
Docteur  Nico  and  Tabu  Ley  Rochereau  be- 
came well  known  in  Africa. 

By  the  seventies,  the  shorter  “rumba”  form 
was  expanded  by  adding  a second  part  to  the 
song  called  the  “sebene”  - a looser,  uptempo 
jam.  This  more  distinctly  Congolese  music  be- 
came known  as  “soukous.”  These  large  groups 
featured  as  many  as  seven  vocalists  and  five 
guitarists.  Soukous  guitar  style  is  a uniquely 
modern  African  development;  several  lead 
guitars,  known  as  solo  and  mi-solo,  play  slight 
variations  on  the  same  riff,  creating  a web  of 


interlocking  guitar  patterns  that  make  it  impos- 
sible to  tell  how  many  guitars  are  actually  play- 
ing. The  clear  tune,  fast  picking  and  collective 
soloing  are  subtle,  but  the  grand  effect  can  be 
truly  magical. 

In  the  late  seventies,  Zairian/Congolese 
musicians  began  migrating  to  Europe.  Brus- 
sels and  Paris  became  the  base  for  countless 
bands  and  producers.  One  guitarist,  Diblo 
Dibala,  began  his  apprenticeship  in  the  early 
eighties,  doing  session  work  alongside  some 
older  masters  like  Dally  Kimoko  and  rhythm 
guitarist  extraordinaire,  Lokassa  Ya  Mbongo. 
In  1988,  the  group  Loketo  formed,  with  lead 
singer  Arlus  Mabele,  various 
soukous  veterans  and  Diblo  on  solo.  Already 
popular  with  the  African  audience,  Loketo 
crossed  over  to  European  audiences  with 
Diblo’s  status  elevated  to  guitar  hero.  I per- 
sonally remember  the  incredible  buzz  when 
John  Peel,  the  most  influential  DJ  on  the  BBC, 
began  playing  Loketo  on  every  show  — making 
Diblo  a known  name  in  the  British  rock 


landscape. 

Loketo  set  the  standard  for  contemporary 
soukous;  having  dropped  the  slower  rumba 
part,  the  songs  start  - pow!  - at  breakneck 
speed. 

The  “shout  out”  vocals  start  almost  imme- 
diately — rump  shaking  at  its  most  unin- 
hibited. From  Paris  to  Abidjan,  Ivory  Coast  to 
Congo,  Brazzaville  to  Nairobi,  Kenya  to 
Ougadougou,  Burkina-Faso  to  Gabon, 
Loketo  dominated  the  dance  floor  at  the  dis- 
cos. Diblo  was  in  constant  demand  for  session 
work  and  has  played  on  hundreds  of  Con- 
golese, Antillean  and  Cameroonian  records. 

A star  in  his  own  right,  Diblo  left  Loketo 
last  year  and  set  up  his  own  band  Matchatcha. 
Adding  fuzz  guitar  and  more  folkloric songs  to 
his  repertoire,  he  toured  extensively  with  his 
group.  His  recent  release,  “O.K.  Madame”,  is 
perhaps  his  most  diverse.  Similar  to  Loketo, 
this  group  has  three  lead  singers  plus  Diblo 
and  several  women  dancers  who  also  provide 
chorus.  In  addition  to  his  trademark  solo  style 
and  fuzz  guitar,  he  has  added  a funky  under- 
water wah-wah  sound,  heard  on  the  title  cut, 
“Dedicace”:  contemporary  soukous  at  its 

tightest  and  funkiest.  In  “Chicago",  Diblo  lays 
down  some  vaguely  bluesy  guitar  and  there’s  a 
vocal  part  in  English  about  soukous.  About 
half  of  the  material  here  is  slower  or  mid- 
tempo  — a welcome  departure  from  the  typi- 
cal fast  soukous  formula. 

Diblo  brings  his  group  Matchatcha  to  the 
Manyatta  Club  at  10  B Hegenberger  Road 
near  the  Oakland  airport  on  Friday,  August  6. 
It  will  be  an  intimate,  high  energy  dance  affair. 
Don't  miss  it! 

On  the  Latin  tip,  Joe  Arroyo,  easily 
Columbia’s  most  popular  singer,  has  a new 
album  on  Sony  Discos,  “Fuego”.  With  the 
band  expanded  to  sixteen  members,  they  pack 
a powerful  punch  of  salsa,  cumbia  and  meren- 
gue.  Check  out  the  African  influence  on  the 
song  intros.  Oye! 


qRAVITY  SPOT 

LATE  FOOD 
EVERY  FRIDAY 
& SATURDAY 
TILL  3 A.M. 

1136  VALENCIA 

(nm&im) 

282  • 4271 


...Finding  us  is 
half  the  fun... 


Steve  Pantos 

Attorney  at  Law 

Criminal  Law  & Juvenile  Law 

Reasonable  Rates 
Free  Consultation 
863-4336 


You  are  Welcome  at  Mission  Dental  Building  for 
all  Phases  of  Dentistry  • 2440  Mission  St.  285-9900 


Peter  Rengstorff,  D.D.S.  Robert  C.  Ceniceros,  D.D.S. 
Ramona  L.  Lauron,  R.D.H.  Bryan  Arant,  D.D.S. 


* 


OPEN  MON-SAT  9-5 


I W£IVT  OUT  0'TOWIV 

LAST  MOIVTH 


TO  GET  flw/ir,  3EE  NATURE 

you  KNO  iv...  ANIMAL  5 ... 
AND  TREES  and  HERDS  y 
AND  SlRDS.  THE  STUFF 


WELL, TURNS  OUT  IT'S 
AS  HARD  TO  FIND  IT  AS 
IT  IS  TO  RUN  INTO 


RIGO  93  CA  99110 


HERE, IN  THE  CITY  WE  GET 
NATURE  ALL  THE  TIME  . 
TV,  MOVIES, NEWSPAPERS 
THEY  ALL  CARRY  IT  BUT 
IN  THE  COUNTRY. ..you 
LOOK  AROUND  AND  ITJS 
LIKE  ■ ■ . MOST 


EITHER  5ITTING  TIGHTLY 
IN  THEIR  OWN  SHIT  OR 
CRUISING  AROUND 
INSIDE  FREIGHTL/NER5 


T'S  KINDA  FUN  ACTUALLY. 


by  Frank  Deadbeat 

Zygote  lurches  into  the  apartment, 
covered  with  tattoos  and  wearing  an  enormous 
leather  diaper.  “Like,  dudes!  I just  got  us  all 
tickets  for  the  ’Fantastic  Exploding  Colostomy 
Bags'  show  at  Ze  Club  tonight!  Are  you  as 
totally  stoked  as  I am?” 

The  other  kids  are  totally  stoked. 

"I  thought  that  show  was,  like,  totally  sold 
out,"  says  Gumby,  popping  lice  like  bubble 
wrap  in  his  blonde  dreadlocks. 

"It  is,  dude,  but  I got  us  an  IN  with  the  club 
owner!" 

"How  did  you  manage  that,  darling?" 
Soozie  is  sitting  on  the  couch,  applying  black 
nail  polish  to  her  bitten-down  toenails.  Several 
cigarettes  burn  simultaneously  in  the  skull- 
shaped ashtray  on  the  table  in  front  of  her. 

"Well,  he  came  into  the  shop  to  drop  off 
some  handbills  and  I,  like,  offered  him  a free 
nipple-piercing." 

"And  he  went  for  it?" 

"Not  exactly.  But  I promised  to  do  his  dog 
next  week." 

"You  mean  all  six  nipples?" 

"Oh,  wow.  I didn’t  think  of  that..." 

"Let’s  see  the  tickets,"  says  Grinder,  his 
leather  jacket  squeaking  as  he  reaches  for 
them.  “Hey,  dude!  These  seats  are,  like,  all 
the  way  in  back!  The  'Bags’  won’t  even  splash 
us!” 

"Aw,  don’t  worry,  dude.  Once  the  'Bags’ 
start,  like.poppin'.  I guarantee  there’ll  be  plen- 
ty of  room  up  front." 

"Sound  good  to  me,"  says  Deth,  cracking 
his  knuckles  (on  which  the  words  ’Beer’  and 
’Deth’  are  tattooed).  “We  push  to  front,  get 
splashed.  But  first  drink  beer." 

"Not  beer  again."  Soozie  groans. 
“Couldn’t  we  get  gin  this  time?" 

"Gin  good  too.  As  long  as  we  drunk." 

"And  stoned."  says  Gumby,  lighting  an 
enormous  spliff. 

Zygote  lakes  a hit  off  the  spliff  and  does  a 
little  dance,  shaking  his  yarn-like  hair,  curling 


The  Noyz 

smoke  through  the  third  nostril  he  acquired 
when  the  hole  from  his  nose  ring  got  infected. 

Soozie  takes  the  joint  and  adds  it  to  the 
array  of  cigarettes  still  smoking  in  the  ashtray. 
Through  a veil  of  smoke  she  says,  “You  guys 
aren't  going  to,  like,  embarrass  me  again,  are 
you?" 

"Oh-oh,"  Grinder  laughs,  “I  think  Soozie’s 
aesthetic  sensibilities’  are  being  offended 
again." 

"They  wouldn’t  be  if  you  guys  didn’t  insist 
on  acting  like  a bunch  of  high  school  jerks. 
You  never  see  The  Cure’  acting  that  way,  or 
Nico..." 

"Nico  dead!"  says  Deth,  triumphant. 

"And  ’The  Cure’,  like,  should  be,"  Zygote 
laughs,  flopping  down  beside  Soozie  on  the 
couch  and  tickling  her. 

"Stop  it,  you  guys!" 

"Aw,  come  on  Soozie.  Death-rock  is 
passe." 

"That’s  right,"  says  Gumby.  “It  was  cor- 
porate rock  to  begin  with.  See,  the  corpora- 
tions want  to  get  the  kids  all  hooked  on 
self-destruction  and  death  — like,  no  offense, 
Deth  — so  the  smart,  sensitive  kids  will  kill 
themselves  and  the  rest  just  stay  too  stupid  to 
ever  get  together  and  change  things.’’ 

"Where  is  beer?"  says  Deth,  but  Gumby  is 
on  a roll. 

"No  matter  how  they  try  to  divide  us, 
though,  with  all  these  stupid  categories  of 
music  and  language  and  race  and  class,  we  just 
gotta  realize  that  it’s  going  to  be  up  to  us,  Qji£ 
generation,  to,  like,  get  it  together  and  do 
something  about  racism  and  the  environment 
and — " 

"WHERE  IS  BEER?!" 

"He’s  right,"  says  Zygote,  watching  a cock- 
roach drop  from  the  ceiling  into  Gumby’s  hair. 
“We  should  get  some,  like,  beer.  And  gin,  ok 
Soozie?” 

By  the  lime  the  kids  leave  for  the  show  they 
are  all  totally  stoked  on  drinks  and  smoke, 
thanks  mostly  to  money  from  home.  On  the 
way,  they  yell  epithets  at  yuppies  from  the 
window  of  the  moving  cab.  The  driver  scowls. 
Damn  kids... 


FOOD  TO  GO 

Tacos-Burritos-Chile  Relleno 
Enchiladas-Came  Asada-Flautas 


TRY  OUR 

WHOLE  WHEAT  TORTILLAS, 
ROWN  RICE  AND  BLACK  BEAN 


699  Valencia  St.  (@  18th) 
552-4429 


Open  10  - 10  Daily 
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of  Summer 


Out  of  the  cab,  near  Ze  Club,  Gumby 
produces  another  fat  spliff  from  his  hair.  “One 
more  for  the  show,"  he  grins.  "Let's  do  it  in 
that  alley  up  the  street." 

Too  late,  they  realize  the  alley  is  already 
occupied.  A gang  of  kids 
in  hooded  sweatshirts,  holding  baseball  bats, 
are  about  to  make  a different  kind  of  fashion 
statement. 

"Look  what  we  got  here,  boys.  It’s  a God 
damned  freak  show." 

Soozie,  all  in  black,  embarrassed,  steps  into 
the  shadows,  blending  in.  Deth  and  Grinder 
fall  to  their  knees  and  beg  for  their  miserable 
lives.  Zygote  hides  behind  Gumby,  who  says: 

"Right  on,  brothers!  We’re  not  the  enemy! 


We  re,  like,  on  the  same  side,  don’t  you  see?" 

According  to  Soozie’s  statement  to  the 
police,  those  were  his  last  words  before  the 
music  blaring  from  Ze  Club  drowned  out  the 
noise  of  skulls  cracking  in  the  alley. 


V 


READY  MADE  FRAMES 


ORIGINAL 

ART 


FOR  SALE 

at  affordable  prices 


826-2321 


OPEN  FROM 

11  am  to  7 pm  / Monday  - Thursday 
10  am  to  6 pm  / Friday  * Saturday 


934  Valencia  St.,  (at  20th  st.)  San  Francisco 


"BAY  AREA’S  BEST  BURRITO " 

- SF  BAY  AREA  GUARDIAN 


ELTOIO 

17th  & VALENCIA 

OPEN  DAILY 
11:00  AM  TO  10:00  PM 

Taquiza 


* TAQUERIA 


3071  - 16th  Street 
Bet.  MISSION  & VALENCIA 
OPEN  DAILY 
11:00  AM  TO  12:00  PM 

Fresca  y Rapida 


